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Catholic Churches Resume Masses
effective 15 August 2020

Feastof the Assumption

KUCHING — Catholics living
in the vicinity of Kuching, Kota
Sentosa, Kota Samarahan and
Kota Padawan that became
labelled as Red Zone for
COVID-19 shortly after the
reopening of Churches, were
able to return to their local
parishes to attend Mass on the
weekend of 15 and 16 August.

The temporary suspension of
Masses effective 31 July has
been lifted as Kuching has been
removed from the Red Zone
area. This means all Catholic
Churches were able to celebrate
the Solemnity of the Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary at
the Saturday Sunset Mass, a
Holy Day of Obligation.

Online  Masses however,
continue to be live-streamed for
the faithful who are unable, or
are exempted from attending a
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Church service.

Kuching Archdiocese
Archbishop  Simon Poh in
announcing the resumption of
Masses in all Churches, urged
Catholics to adhere to the safety
SOPs of Churches and public
places. He called on “Catholics
and people of goodwill to
live our Christian and social

Holy Trinity Church, Kenyalang

responsibility”.

Apart from the standard
recommended  practice  of
wearing face masks, social and
physical distancing, washing of
hands and disinfecting areas
used, Archbishop Simon also
appealed to those who are able
to, to donate to the Catholic
Welfare Services (CWS) and to

donate blood to save lives.
“Always remember those
who are suffering and be
ready to give a helping hand,”
he added, declaring that all
the collection from the weekend
Masses in all Churches on 15—
16 August will be for the Beirut
disaster relief work.
lvy Chai
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from the state authorities.

Blessed Virgin Mary.

Another roller coaster month has come and gone.
We rejoiced at the announcement of the reopening
of Churches. No sooner had we expressed our joy,
we were faced with another round of suspension.
This was however, an action taken out of social
responsibility and not forced upon by a directive

A parish rector had earlier sort of jokingly
commented that after all the articles on welcoming
parishioners back to Church, we might have to
see another round of suspension. How rightly so!
Nonetheless, all Churches in the Archdiocese of
Kuching are open again with an amazing timing...
the day of the Solemnity of the Assumption of the

We are told that our Father is never far away.

ord for your servant
is listening

He sees our joy. He hears our cries. He is our
Comforter. He is our Counsellor. He is our Advocate.
He is our Protector. He is our Intercessor, and the list
is endless. Have we in all honesty, through all our
challenges, especially since the COVID-19 MCO,
turned our sights on God our Father? Have we put
our trust in Jesus and the Cross? Have we learnt
anything from our trials and tribulations?

These are times for prayers. These are times
when turning our eyes on Jesus have shown that
God answers prayers. God is Love. He says “I will
never forget you my people...| have written your
name on the palms of my hands” (Isaiah 49:16). Let
us go to Him and say “Speak Lord, for your servant
is listening” and then do as He tells us to, for His
plan is better than ours.
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MESSAGE

From Archbishop Simon Poh

“Always be grateful for God’s blessings and be generous in giving to help others in need

Dear brothers and sisters in
Christ,

We are now in the sixth
month since MCO started on
18 March 2020. As expected,
life will never be the same as
before. With social distancing
as the necessary new normal,
our social interaction, our school
and work environment will be
very much different. We will
all have to make adjustments
in life.

Juy was a month of
excitement when we reopened
all our churches. This enthusiasm
was short-lived as by the month-
end, Masses were temporarily
suspended in the Red Zone
areas of Kuching, Kota
Sentosa and Kota Padawan.
However on Assumption on 15
August, we resumed Sunday
Mass Services. Let us invoke
the intercession of Mary our
heavenly Mother.

In 2013, Pope Francis was
ahead of his time when he
shared his vision of the Church
in Evangelii Gaudium (nos.
46-49). “A Church which goes
forth is a Church whose doors
are open. It is the house of the
Father, with doors always wide
open. We are called to be a
Church which is bruised, hurting
and dirty because it has been
out on the streets.”

In response to containing
COVID-19, Restricted

Movement  Control Order

imposed on 18 March has shut
down  churches, suspended
our Sunday Masses and cut
off access to receiving Holy
Eucharist and Sacraments. In a
way, we were forced to go out
of our Church doors, to leave our
comfort zone and be engaged
with the unfamiliar world of
social media.

One of the realisations is
that the Church is more than a
BUILDING. Our Church is the
PEOPLE of God, comprising
Catholics and families as
domestic churches. When Church
buildings were closed, on-line
Sunday Masses were attended
by 15,000-20,000 people.

We have learnt that to be
a Catholic means more than
fulfilling a Sunday Obligation
as a basic expression of our
commitment and worship in
Church. We also need to live out
the sending forth of the Mass.
“Go in peace, glorifying the
Lord by our lives.”

As Catholics, we are to
live our Faith concretely in
our family and society. Our
Thanks-GIVING in Mass is to
be expressed concretely in our
daily Thanks-LIVING.

“What good is it, my brothers
and sisters, if you say you have
faith but do not have works?
Can faith save you? If a brother
or sister is naked and lacks daily
food, and one of you says to
them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm
and eat your fill,’ and yet you do

not supply their bodily needs,
what is the good of that? So
faith by itself, if it has no works,
is dead.” (James 2:14—16)
Throughout these COVID-19
months, food aid to migrants
and financial support to rural

parishes  were generously
supported by Catholics and
well-wishers.  Many  worked

in the medical front-lines to
ensure basic services and health
care. We are proud of you
and acknowledge your faith-
witnessing.

“Let your light shine before
others, so that they may see
your good works and give glory
to your Father in heaven.”
(Matthew 5:16)

Our Catholic Faith can never
be private—between God
and |. Two pieces of wood are
always needed to make a cross.
The vertical beam represents
our relationship with our God
above; on the horizontal beam,
when Jesus’ hands were nailed,
he opened wide his arms to
embrace humanity. Similarly,
our vertical faith relationship
with God has to be always
expressed with a horizontal
and social relationship with our
neighbours and those in society.

| exhort all Catholics to
proclaim Jesus Christ and his
Gospel by living out our moral
and social responsibility through
concrete actions in society:

M Wear a mask in public

as a sign of respect to

protect each other

M Always maintain  at
least one-metre social
distancing

M Practise proper washing
of hands

M Donate blood to save
lives

M Donate to charity e.g.
CWS, Lebanon

M Complete national

E-census on-line before
30 September 2020
Be humble to use loan
moratorium from Bank
Negara Malaysia: Credit
Counselling &  Debt
Management Agency
(AKPK) for Individual and
Small Debt Resolution
Scheme (SDRS) or SMEs

M Be kind and considerate

to one another
M Always be a hope giver
M Pray and intercede for
our society

Above dall, let us never give
up nor give way to fear that
paralyses us. Let us remember
others who are suffering and
lend a helping hand.
“Our God is generous and
will provide you with every
blessing in abundance, so that
by always having enough of
everything, you may share
abundantly in every good
work.” (2 Corinthians 9:8)

Nel'B
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Malaysian Catechetical Commission
holds first annual meeting online under MCO

MCC MEETING (11-12 AUGUST 2020)
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KUALA LUMPUR
The Malaysian Catechetical
Commission (MCC) annual
meeting which was originally to
be held in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah,
was conducted this year via the
online platform Cisco Webex on
11 and 12 August 2020, from
2.00pm—5.00pm each day. The
online meeting was ably set up
by the MCC Secretary, Frederick
Empaga (Diocese of Miri). In
attendance was Most Rev Julian
Leow Beng Kim, Episcopal
President for Catechetics, the
clergy and religious who serve
as directors or heads of their
respective Diocesan Catechetical
Commissions, and invited lay
representatives.

The Chairperson of MCC,
Fr Nicholas Stephen (Diocese
of Kota Kinabalu), in his
welcoming remarks, said it is
necessary for the members to
meet via the online platform in
view of the Covid-19 pandemic.
Although this is not always the
best mode of communication,
as it prevents interpersonal
interactions, given the present
situation, it is important that
MCC finds creative ways to
move on with its discussion and
endeavours.

In his keynote address,
Archbishop Julian shared three
important insights. Firstly, the
Covid-19 has caused disruption
to the way catechesis is normally
carried out. New challenges have
arisen, and it is laudable that
priests, catechists and parents
are doing their best to adapt to
new modes of communicating
and sharing the faith. In some
dioceses, the challenges are
greater because in certain areas,
access to the internet or even
electricity is not available.

Secondly, for now, face-
to-face catechism and RCIA
sessions have been suspended.

The Church leadership will
continue to monitor the situation
closely, heeding the advice of the
health authorities regarding the
re-opening of religious classes.
Meanwhile, in certain dioceses, the
Bishops have started administering
the Sacrament of Confirmation,
and parishes have begun to hold
liturgical celebrations for the
reception of the Sacraments of
Initiation for adults who have
completed the RCIA process.

Thirdly, the Archbishop voiced
his concern with regards to the
way our children and young
people are being catechised. He
wondered whether it is time to
conduct a systematic evaluation
of the catechetical content and
methodology now being used,
as well as the role of catechists
and parents. According to the
Archbishop, “Perhaps, we have
to find new ways of sharing the
faith to the next generation... and
therefore, all avenues, all areas
of communication need to be
exhausted and not to depend on the
traditional methods”. Archbishop
Julian, therefore, proposed a Study
Day organised for MCC members,
as well as invited participants
especially from the youth, to
discuss and “brainstorm” the issue
at hand. The Study Day is planned
for 29 September 2020.

Among the important matters
discussed on the first day of
the meeting was next year’s
Catechetical Sunday. In 2021,
Catechetical Sunday will fall on
31 January 2021, and the theme
chosen is “Parish Communities:
Agents of Faith, Hope and Love (1
Cor. 13:13)”. 1t highlights the role
of the parish as an agent of faith,
hope and love in the light of the
doubt, fear and anxiety created
by the Covid-19 pandemic. The
theme was chosen because the
MCC has decided that the Strategic
Focus for Catechesis in 2021
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A screen capture of members’ attendance at the MCC annual meeting.

will be “Parish Communities”.
Arrangements will be made for
the Catechetical Sunday 2021
message to be prepared and
translated, and sent to parishes by
the end of November 2020.

On the second day, among
the matters discussed was the
possibility of introducing more
topics to the current syllabus for
the Confirmation class. These
topics will not be included in the
textbook but will be provided
separately as supplementary topics
for the catechist to select and use
as he or she deems necessary. A
team was set up to look into the
matter.

During the later part of the day,
time was allocated for members
to share how each diocese is
responding to the challenges
posed by the Covid-19 pandemic.
Most dioceses are taking a prudent
approach with no face-to-face
classes being allowed. Where
the facilities and equipment are
available, classes are conducted
online. Other methods include

MCC MEETING (11-12 AUGUST 2020)

keeping in touch with learners
via WhatsApp or other social
media apps.

Among the concerns raised
by dioceses was how to resolve
issues related to non-completion
of syllabus or non-attendance
of students. In this regard,
for example, can the learner
receive the Sacrament of Holy
Communion or Confirmation?
Or if the syllabus is not
completed, will the whole class
be held back for another year?
In response, Archbishop Julian
stated that the decision on these
and related matters is left to the
diocesan bishop, and upon their
directives, to the parish priests.
Each diocese and parish has its
unique challenges, and has to
respond accordingly to its needs.

The next MCC meeting will be
held in Kuching, Sarawak from
5-8 July 2021, if circumstances
allow. Otherwise, the meeting
will be conducted online.

Dr Steven Selvaraju

Facilitators and students from the Children’s Liturgy such as
this class from a local parish, have been affected by the MCO
suspension. (File photo 2018)
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Be a FRIEND of
HOME OF PEACE

Make a difference by
helping us to provide
dignified & respectful care for the
elderly poor in our community

HOME OF PEACE
AD 2000

Managed as a family home - not as an institution

CWS launches
sponsorship programme

KUCHING Catholic
Welfare  Services  Council
Sarawak (CWS) launched the
Friends of Home of Peace
programme in June 2020. Due
to the Covid-19 pandemic,
CWS’s revenue has seen a
major shortfall and CWS will
not be able to organise any
fund-raising events, at least for
the current year.

In order to ensure CWS
has sufficient funds for other
welfare activities, CWS hopes
this Friends of Home of Peace
programme will enable the
Home of Peace to be self-
financing.

CWS hopes to attract 400
sponsors who will sponsor
RM100 per month for a period
of one year to subsidise the
operating cost of the Home of
Peace. As at the time of writing,
136 persons have signed up as
sponsors. CWS hopes other
well-wishers and organisations
with CSR programmes will
choose to adopt the Home of
Peace too. Tax exempt receipts
will be issued to the donors.

Interested  persons can
contact CWS at 082-241407
or the Home of Peace at 014-
3942425.

CWS

Coming together
to care for the poor

SUNGAI PELEK,
SEPANG — Showing the love
of God through charitable acts
is something all Christians can
do. The love of Christians for
other persons corresponds with
the love of God for humankind.

In reaching out to the least
fortunate, especially during
the Recovery Movement
Control  Order (RMCO)
period, the Chapel of the
Holy Infant Jesus in Sungai
Pelek in collaboration with a
group of Catholics from Kuala
Lumpur, organised a Food Aid

Programme on August 1.

The programme was held
at the chapel and benefitted 12
poor families from around the
semi-rural town of Sungai Pelek.
Among the 12 recipients present
were a couple of differently
abled persons, brought by an
NGO whose two representatives
were also present.

The Chapel chairperson, Nya
na Joe, welcomed all to the first
such event held in this decades-
old chapel. The programme
started with an Opening Prayer,
followed by a speech by him.

.
Ny

He narrated the efforts to help
the less fortunate. “Today is for
12 non-Christian families,” he
said. “Hopefully next time we

R '.‘l"";g"' 2L A S

can help more families.” He
thanked the KL group for their
collaboration with the chapel...

Continued on p6
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Homebound parishioners get to receive

KOTA KINABALU
To contain the spread of the
COVID-19 virus, the nation
went into a partial lockdown
on 18 March. Among other
closures, churches were shut
down resulting in the faithful
being deprived of public
Mass and receiving Holy
Communion.

Beginning June as the nation
entered the recovery phase of
the movement order (RMCO),
the re-opening of churches
was gradually allowed but in
strict compliance with the SOP
for RMCO. The restrictions
included a ban for those aged
70 and above and children 12
years and below to participate
in public Mass.

With the continued easing
down of the pandemic,
Archbishop  John  Wong,
beginning 9 August, gave
permission to the Sacred
Heart Cathedral Parish to
start an initiative to serve her
parishioners over 70 years and

The elderly receiving Holy Communion in their home.

young parents with children
below 12 years who have since
mid-March been deprived of the
Eucharist.

Guidedby parishpriest Fr Paul
Lo, the Parish Pastoral Council

mobilised its PFPN (Parish
Family  Pastoral = Network)
zone and taman coordinators
to commence a registration
exercise. A total of 220 elderly
registered and received Holy

Holy Commumon durmg RMCO

Communion after following
the live streamed Sunset
Mass (English) on 8 August
and Sunday Masses (Chinese
and BM) on 9 August. The
Eucharist was dispensed by
Extraordinary ~ Minister  of
Communions (EMCs) who
volunteered to serve the
homebound during the Holy
Communion service.

The registered parishioners
whoreceived Holy Communion
in this unique service were
reminded to observe the usual
fast of at least one hour before
receiving Holy Communion.

All visiting EMCs were
required to follow the SOP
strictly, whichincluded wearing
mask, and sanitising hands
before and after giving Holy
Communion. Parishioners
were also encouraged to wear
mask. The protocol was set in
place to ensure the safety of the
EMCs and the parishioners.

Source: Catholic Sabah

After Beirut explosion,

L.ebanon turns to
St Charbel

A helicopter puts out a fire at the scene of an exploswn at the port
of Lebanon’s capital Beirut on August 4, 2020. (Photo: STR/AFP
via Getty Images)

DENVER, COLORADO

At least one massive
explosion rocked the Lebanese
capital of Beirut Tuesday
afternoon, which ignited fires
and destroyed buildings in
the city’s port area, caused
damage across the city, and has
reportedly flooded hospitals
with casualties.

Some local news sources
are reporting that at least 10
people are dead, and videos
have emerged online showing
cars overturned in city streets
and buildings with shattered
windows and crumbled
balconies.

The cause of the explosion
is not yet clear, but Christian

leaders in Lebanon and around
the world have called for prayer,
and Lebanon’s Prime Minister
Hassan Diab announced that
Wednesday will be a day of
mourning across the country.

Sixty percent of Lebanon’s
people are Muslim, evenly split
among Sunni and Shia, and
nearly 35 percent ofthe country’s
population is Christian, most of
whom are Maronite Catholic
Christians. In the wake of the
explosion, Christians will likely
turn to St. Charbel, Lebanon’s
patron saint, who is also revered
by many of Lebanon’s Muslims.

Raymond Nader, a Maronite
Catholic and a fierce devotee
of St. Charbel, told CNA
Tuesday he would turn to the
saint’s intercession, adding that
“the situation is catastrophic
in Beirut. Hundreds of people
killed and wounded and
buildings destroyed.”

St. Charbel Makhlouf lived
from 1828 to 1898, spending
much of his life as a monk and
hermit. He is known in Lebanon
for the miraculous healings
of those who visit his tomb to
seek his intercession — both
Christians and Muslims.

“St.  Charbel has no
geographic or confessional
limits. Nothing is impossible
for [his intercession]| and when
people ask [for something], he

answers,” Fr. Louis Matar,
coordinator of the Shrine of St.
Charbel in Annaya, Lebanon,
told CNA in 2018.

Speaking in Arabic with
the help of an interpreter,
Matar said the shrine, which
encompasses the monastery
where the Maronite Catholic
priest, monk, and hermit lived
for nearly 20 years, receives
around 4 million visitors a
year, including both Christians
and Muslims.

Matar, who is responsible
for archiving the thousands
of medically-verified healings
attributed to the intercession
of the Maronite priest-monk,
said that many miraculous
cures have been obtained by
Muslims.

Since 1950, the year the
monastery began to formally
record the miraculous healings,
they have archived more
than 29,000 miracles, Matar
said. Prior to 1950, miracles
were verified only through
the witness of a priest. Now,
with more advanced medical
technology available, alleged
miracles require  medical
documents demonstrating the
person’s initial illness and
later, their unexplainable good
health.

One of the miracles...

Continued on p6
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Beirut turns to
St Charbel
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Image from the Shrine of St Charbel. Photo: Hannah Brockhaus/
CNA

The Shrine of St. Charbel
consists of the Monastery of St.
Maron, where the saint lived
for 19 years with great devotion
to prayer, manual labor, and
contemplative silence; and the
nearby hermitage where he
lived a rigorous asceticism and
profound union with God for
the last 23 years of his life.

At the monastery, pilgrims
can visit a church built in 1840, a
small museum with artifacts and
relics from the saint, and the site
of his first grave. St. Charbel’s
tomb, since 1952, is located
inside a special cave-like chapel
built into the property.

Even while he was alive,
Charbel’s superiors observed
God’s “‘supernatural power” at
work in his life, and even some
Muslims knew him as a wonder-
worker.

Deeply devoted to God’s
Eucharistic presence, he suffered
a stroke while celebrating the
Divine Liturgy of the Maronite
Catholic Church on December
16, 1898, dying on Christmas
Eve of that year. He was
canonized in 1977 by St. Pope
Paul VI

Continued from p5

...documented by Matar
in December 2018, when he
spoke to CNA, was that of a
45-year-old Italian woman.
Suffering from a neurological
disease, she was hospitalized
after it was discovered she
had tried to commit suicide by
consuming acid.

In the hospital, the doctors
discovered that the damage to
her esophagus and intestines
was so extensive, “the last
way possible to cure her was
believing in God and praying,”
Matar commented.

The woman’s parents began
to pray, inviting others to pray
with them. A religious sister of
the Maronite Catholic Church
heard about the prayer request
and gave them holy oil from
St. Charbel’s shrine. After her
parents spread the oil on the
suffering woman’s stomach,
chest, and head, the woman
was cured.

This was just one of seven
miracles archived in December,
Matar said, calling each one “a
phenomenon.”

“St. Charbel is a tool to
reach God,” he said.

ARCHDIOCESE OF KUCHING

WE ARE ONLINE!

Bookmark and follow us for all updates in the

archdiocese:
(=] 78 e

s

CNA

@ kuchingcatholic.org
(§ facebook.com/arch.kuching

Holy Trinity
Church celebrates

-
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KUCHING Holy
Trinity Church, Kenyalang
officially reopened its doors to
parishioners again on 15 August
2020 after the suspension of
Masses has been lifted, in time
to celebrate the Solemnity of
the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary.

In order to ensure the
Standard Operating Procedure
(SOP) is fully enforced and
complied with, the capacity
of total parishioners attending
Mass at a time is now reduced
to 120 persons which saw on
average only around 40 to 50

Assumption Mass

Parishioners following SOP to attend Mass

persons attending each Mass
so far. Mass time for Sunset
Mass in English maintains at
6.30pm (Saturday), 8.30am
(Sunday) and in Chinese,
5.30pm (Sunday).

A Service Team had been
formed earlier and trained
according to the SOPs through
several trial-run Masses with
proper disinfecting of all the
pews after every Mass.

Parishioners who wish to
attend Mass can walk-in to
register on a “first-come-first-
serve” basis.

Alan Chen

Caring for the poor

Continued from p4

...In this mission to reach out
to the poor.

The KL group leader thanked
all for coming and said that the
Food Aid programme (total
605kgs consisting of 22 different
items) was a way to lighten
the burden of the 12 families
selected by the chapel. Many
low-income families, especially
those in rural areas, face
uncertainty and hardship during
this time. He also mentioned that
they welcomed all, irrespective
of race or religion, and prayed
that God would bless them.
After a group photo session, all
adjourned outside the chapel
where the parishioners assisted
in the distribution of the food
items to the 12 poor families
who were seated with the SOP
in place.

After the distribution, the

guests went back in high spirits.

Meanwhile the parishioners
together with members of
the KL group proceeded into
the chapel for a 15-minute
Reflection, focusing on how
the parishioners themselves
could group together to reach
out and draw others to Christ.
They closed with the hymn
“Give Thanks”, thanking the
Lord for everything.

The Chapel’s Administrator
FrTerrance Thomas, whoisalso
the parish priest of the Church
of Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary in Port
Dickson, gave his permission
for this event, but was unable
to be present. Nonetheless he
commended all involved for
remembering the needy during
this difficult time.

Source: Herald
Malaysia Online
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COVID forces Knock
shrine to close Aug. 15
to discourage crowds

Pope Francis i

s pictured in a file photo praying as he vtsts the

N iy
/

Chapel of the Apparitions at the Knock Shrine in Knock, Ireland.

Because of the COVID pandemic, the Marian shrine has announced

it will close Aug. 14-16 to discourage pilgrims from coming for the

feast of the Assumption, usually its busiest day of the year. (Photo:
CNS/Paul Haring)

KNOCK, IRELAND —
The Marian shrine at Knock
announced Aug. 10 that in
addition to postponing the
popular Knock Novena and
pilgrimage because of the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
shrine and its church would
be closed for the Aug. 15 feast
of the Assumption of Mary to
ensure pilgrims do not arrive
anyway.

“Father Richard Gibbons,
rector at Knock, has appealed
to people not to travel to
Knock on 15th August as the
shrine and grounds will be
closed in order to prevent large
gatherings in the context of
COVID-19,” said a statement
posted Aug. 10 on the shrine’s
website.

The feast of the Assumption
traditionally is the centerpiece
of the Knock Novena and
normally would draw 20,000
pilgrims to the shrine, the
statement said. Over the
course of the novena Aug. 14-
22 as many as 150,000 people
normally would go to the
shrine for prayer and lectures.

“In the light of the current
escalation of COVID-19 cases
around the country together
with the sheer impossibility of
having the resources necessary
to deal with the potential
of large numbers of people
gathering” at the shrine Aug. 15
and, “extremely conscious of
our responsibility for the safety
of our parishioners, pilgrims,

visitors, staff, volunteers and
priests,” Father Gibbons said,
the shrine will close at 8§ p.m.
Aug. 14 and not reopen until 7
a.m. Aug. 16.

“This decision was taken
after detailed discussions with
church and state bodies,” the
rector said. “We are appealing
to people therefore, not to travel
to Knock for the 15th August as
the shrine and grounds will be
closed off to everyone in order
to prevent large gatherings.”

Leaving the shrine open, he
added, would be “ambiguous
and cause confusion.”

During the  nationwide
coronavirus  lockdown, the
shrine’s livestreamed Masses
and offer allowing people to
virtually light a candle there
proved very popular. For the
feast of the Assumption, the
shrine said, “Masses will be
celebrated online only and
behind closed doors” at noon, 3
p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

When the strict lockdown in
Ireland ended, in late June the
Knock shrine began offering
Masses with a maximum of
50 people present; the number
increased to 100 in July and to
200 Aug. 4. However, Ireland
has been experiencing a growth
in COVID-19 infection rates
and some counties — but not
County Mayo where Knock
is located — have returned to
lockdown measures.

CNS

Vatican publishes book
containing Pope Francis’
“lockdown” homilies

VATICAN CITY — Vatican
Publishing House publishes a
downloadable .pdf publication
containing Pope Francis’ daily
homilies from Casa Santa Marta
and prayers suggested for the
Coronavirus pandemic.

As a sign of his closeness
to those who were 1ll, under
quarantine, or for whatever
reason, were unable to leave
their homes, Pope Francis
began transmitting his daily
morning Mass as Italy went into
lockdown due to the coronavirus
pandemic

Cover image of "Strong
From 9 March to 18 May, the
Mass Pope Francis celebrated
every morning was transmitted
throughout the world.
Thousands of people, regardless
of religious affiliation, watched
or listened through the various
Vatican Media channels, and
other radio and television
stations or digital platforms
that picked up the transmission.
For many, Pope Francis’ Mass
became a staple for coping
with the adverse effects of the
Coronavirus pandemic and
subsequent lockdown.
Playbacks of the Mass and
summaries of Pope Francis’
homilies were made accessible
through the Vatican News’s
YouTube channel and web
portal. The complete texts of
his homilies were available
as a downloadable digital file,
kept up-to-date as English
translations became available.
Entitled Strong in the Face
of Tribulation: The Church in
Communion — A Sure Support
in Time of Trial, the text also
contains blessings and prayers,
including the prayer used during
the extraordinary moment of
prayer with Pope Francis on 27

March; as well as the decrees
of the Apostolic Penitentiary
regarding the special
indulgences granted because
of the special circumstances
created by the coronavirus
pandemic.

Father Grulio Cesareo,
editorial director of Libreria
Editrice Vaticana (the Vatican
Publishing House), underlined
how important Pope Francis’
homilies were. “He is a father,”
Father Giulio said, “a spiritual
guide who accompanied us
as we lived that period. His

T

he Face of Tribulation"
homilies are precious because
they are not only valid for
back then. We still experience
conflicts, shame, difficulties
in praying. We were perhaps
more receptive and attentive to
what he told us back then. But it
is important to keep his words
with us so as to allow ourselves
to be continually nourished by
the beautiful things he said that
concern life”.

Since the suspension of
the daily transmission of the
Pope’s Mass, the feedback
received from many readers
was that the .pdf edition be
made available in print. Thus,
the booklet that “accompanied
them as they lived through
faith the first phase of the
coronavirus pandemic” could
also be a concrete keepsake
of the closeness of both Pope
Francis and our Lord at this
devastating time.

The digital edition of Strong
in the Face of Tribulation is no
longer available. The printed
edition is available through
Amazon.com and through
other publishers who obtain
the rights to publish it.
Vatican News




PAGE 8

Wsalms

Today’s Catholic is publishing a series of reflections by Archbishop Emeritus John Ha. This year, we will be reflecting on the Book of 'P‘salm\fw

Psalm 84, or Psalm 83 in the Greek and Latin versions of the Old
Testament, belongs with Psalms 46, 48, 76, 87 and 122 to the category
of Songs of Zion (another biblical name for Jerusalem). These psalms
extol the divine presence in the Temple of Jerusalem.

Comments

The superscription is probably an indication regarding the musical
instrument and melody intended for the psalm which is taken from the
collection of Korah. Apart from the superscription, there is the word
selah which occurs twice, after verse 4 and verse 8. Its meaning is
unknown and its function might have to do with the liturgy or music
involving the use of the psalm.

The psalm has four parts: a longing for the sanctuary in verses 1-4;
pilgrimage to it in verses 5—7; prayer on arrival in verses 8-9; joy at the
powerful experience of the divine presence in verses 10—1.

Verse 1 sets the tone for the entire experience of the divine presence:
“How lovely is Your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts”. “Lovely”
translates the Hebrew word y<didot. The root of this word denotes
a relationship of love. Isaiah’s song of the vineyard uses it to depict
the people of Israel as YHWH’s beloved (Is. 5:1). It may therefore
be inferred that verse 1 acclaims the experience of love in the divine
presence in the Temple. YHWH, the “Lord of hosts”, the almighty
Lord, wields power and authority over all hosts, heavenly and earthly.
But His presence is one of love.

Such presence of love of the all-powerful Lord inspires a longing
for it and fills the pilgrim with joy. Verse 2 explicitly affirms that the
inspiration touches every aspect of the pilgrim’s being: “my soul longs
and faints”, “my heart my flesh sing for joy.” The soul pertains to the
spiritual dimension, the heart to the mental-emotional, and the flesh to
the physical. This holistic impact is possible because the “the Lord of
hosts” is “the living God”, the God who is life and gives life.

Through the metaphor of little birds, sparrow and swallow, nesting
“at the altars” of the Lord of hosts, verse 3 projects the safety accorded
by the divine presence. The all-powerful and almighty Lord is a loving
God who gives life and protection. He plays His role as “my King and
my God.” Therefore, verse 4 proclaims a beatitude on those who dwell
in His presence: “Happy are those who live in Your house.” These are
either priests who celebrate the liturgy or pilgrims who have arrived
in the Temple for worship. In both cases, they “sing Your (YHWH S)
praise” in their joy that they are safe in the loving presence of their
King and God.

The next part, verses 5—7, presents the experience of the pilgrimage.
The longing for the divine presence urges the pilgrims to confidently
undertake the journey to Zion in the faith that the Lord of hosts
accompanies them with His strength (v. 5). The Lord’s presence with
them on their journey is concretely experienced through the marvellous
transformation of the arid land in “the valley of Baca”, wherever this
place might have been, into “a place of springs” through “early rains”
(v. 6). This concrete experience of theirs fills them with courage to
move on; thus “they go from strength to strength” until they reach Zion
and see “the God of gods” there (v. 7).

Verses 89 focus on the pilgrims’ prayer on arrival in the Lord’s
dwelling place. A couple of points are significant. First of all, YHWH
is addressed as “YHWH, God of hosts” and “God of Jacob” in verse 8
and then simply as “God” in verse 9. YHWH, the God of the covenant,
is the Creator God who wields all authority and power. He is also the
God of history inaugurated in the patriarchal era represented by Jacob.
No less than this YHWH, the Lord of hosts, is present in the Temple
of Jerusalem.

Secondly, verse 8 uses the first person pronoun in the singular: “my
prayer” while verse 9 switches to the plural: “our anointed.” Psalm
84 uses the former throughout, except in verse 9. The switch to the
plural points to the reality of the covenant in which individual pilgrims
gather as a community, that of the people in covenant with YHWH.
Before the exile their “anointed” one referred primarily to their king.
After the exile he was the priest. In either case, the person in office
was one whom the Lord had appointed for His covenanted people as a
community.

The final part of the psalm begins with a declaration of the
incomparably precious blessing of being in the divine presence denoted
by YHWH’s “courts”. “A day in these courts”, that is even a brief
moment there, “is better than a thousand elsewhere” (v. 10). This is
especially so when compared with “the tents of wickedness” which
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refers to the company of the wicked and sinners which, as Psalm 1
declares, the righteous ones avoid. The blessing in the divine presence
is spelt out in terms of the Lord’s role as “a sun and shield”. He is the
source of light, heat and energy which are elements necessary for life.
He is the protector. Furthermore, “He bestows favour and honour”
without reservation on “those who walk uprightly” (v. 11). The upright
are those whose “delight is in the law of the Lord, meditating on it day
and night” (Ps. 1:2). They are those faithful to His covenant.

Verse 12 concludes the psalm. Addressing the “Lord of hosts”, it
declares another beatitude: “Happy is everyone who trusts in You.” It
sums up the entire psalm by acclaiming trust in the Lord of hosts. This
trust comes from an overwhelming experience of the Lord’s presence
marked by love, preceded by an experience of His God’s providence
and protection even during the journey to the Temple. Arrival in His
divine presence fills one with confidence and joy.

~ Psalm¥84¥exploits the
people’storeat desire for

Message

Psalm 84 extols divine presence. Its dedication to Zion or Jerusalem
is rooted in the belief that YHWH, the Lord/God of hosts and the
God of Jacob, is present in the Temple there. The psalm gives praise
therefore not to the City per se but to God who dwells there.

YHWH?’s presence of love and blessing so attract His people that
they enthusiastically undertake a physical pilgrimage to His Temple.
Their overwhelming experience of joy and safety upon arrival there
brings about a deep appreciation of the incomparable value of the
divine presence. Psalm 84 exploits the people’s great desire for a
physical pilgrimage to the divine presence in the Temple to exhort them
to “walk uprightly”. It calls for observance of the law of God, thatis,
fidelity to the covenant. Such fidelity guarantees a powerful experience
of YHWH’s presence. Those with this experience are filled with joy.

The real pilgrimage to YHWH’s presence lies in a life of fidelity
to the covenant. Any physical pilgrimage to the Temple is only an
expression of this fidelity and takes on a value only in terms of it.

Christian Significance
The Temple of Jerusalem figures in some Gospel episodes about...
Continued on p9

The real pilgrimage
to YHWH’s presence
lies in a life of fidelity

to the covenant. Any
physical pilgrimage

to the Temple is only
an expression of this
fidelity and takes on
a value only in terms

of it.
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...Jesus. His earliest connection with it was in His infancy when He
was presented to the Lord in the Temple (Lk. 2:22-38). Every year His
parents brought Him to the Temple for the Passover feast. When He
was twelve years of age, at the end of the feast, He stayed back in the
Temple and engaged Himself in discussion with teachers. He did this
without the knowledge of His parents. Though obscure, His answer
to them (Lk. 2:49) when they questioned Him upon finding Him in
the Temple had essentially to do with His Father. He stayed back in
the Temple because He was “in His Father’s house’ or “about His
Father’s affairs”. In either sense, the Temple was tied to Jesus’ Father
because He was present there. It was therefore the right place for Jesus
either to remain or carry out what the Father had entrusted Him to do.

In a later episode dealing with Jesus in the Temple, the Gospel
of Luke elaborates on His work given by the Father. Encountering
business transactions in the Temple, Jesus drove those engaged in them
out of it (Lk. 19:45-48). Borrowing terms from two prophetic texts,
Jesus accused them of turning “My house, a house of prayer” (Is.
56:7) into “a den of robbers” (Jer. 7:11). In the beginning of the same
verse quoted by Jesus, Isaiah ties “My house of prayer” to “My holy
mountain”. Isaiah’s meaning is clear: he is talking about the Temple
Mount in Jerusalem. By quoting the prophet, Jesus also intended “My
house of prayer” to mean the Temple which was His Father’s house.
There, in His Father’s presence, He did His work: “Every day He was
teaching in the Temple” (Lk. 19:47). For sure, the subject matter of His
teaching was the law or will of His Father.

John’s Gospel gives a different significance to the episode of Jesus

A feature on Sunday’s

Mass readings:

9 August 2020—Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A
(1 Kings 19:9,11-13; Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:22-33)
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cleansing the Temple (Jn. 2:13-22).
Jesus commanded the offenders,
“Stop making My Father’s house

Blessed are the
pure in heart, for

a market place” (IJn. 2:16). For they shall see God”
sure, He considered the Temple .
His Father’s house. But when I (Mt. 5:8).

challenged on His authority to issue this command, Jesus responded,
“Destroy this Temple, and in three days I will raise it up” (Jn. 2:19).
The Gospel clarifies, “He was speaking of the Temple of His body”
(Jn. 2:21). The basis for this clarification lies in Jesus being “the Word
of God made flesh and pitching His tent (= dwelling) among us” (In.
1:14). The verb “to pitch tent” points to the original concept of the
divine presence in the tabernacle and later in the Temple. Jesus made
the divine presence visible in His flesh. Thus, He was able to say,
“Whoever has seen Me has seen the Father” (In. 14:9).

The divine presence Jesus embodies in the world is one of love. Jn.
3:16 asserts, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son,
so that everyone who believes in Him may not perish but may have
eternal life.” Out of the same love, God chooses to live with those
who walk uprightly: “Those who love Me will keep My word, and My
Father and I will love them, and we will come to them and make our
home with them” (Jn. 14:23). God fulfils His choice by giving His
faithful servants “another Advocate, the Spirit of truth, to be with them
forever” (Jn. 14:16). By virtue of this divine presence in them through
the Holy Spirit, St Paul asserts that their bodies are “Temples of the
Holy Spirit” (1 Cor. 6:19). They are truly happy: “Blessed are the pure
in heart, for they shall see God” (Mt. 5:8).

by Fr Francis Lim, SJ
For the greater glory of God

Jesus was not the only
person who ever walked
on water. In the recalling
of this event by Matthew,
we have Peter as well
who walked on water.
What is the difference
between the two, besides
Jesus being God and man,
while Peter is only a man?

Well, Jesus continued
to walk on water steadily,
while Peter sank after
his initial walk on water.
Peter started well by
having the confidence and
actually managed to walk
on water, that is, until he
became frightened when
he felt the force of the
wind. According to the
passage, he felt the force
of the wind. Maybe he
looked at his feet walking
on small waves of water
in the dark and felt the

drag; “distrahere” means
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In his fright, Peter was

Elijah was not distracted
by the mighty wind that
tore the mountains and
shattered the rocks. Nor
was he distracted by the
earthquake that shook
the earth. He was also not
distracted by the fire that
burns. Elijah’s attention
in this way was not
pulled in many directions
by the so-called show of

great power.
Rather Elijah’s
attention was on the

sound of the gentle
breeze. That’s when he
knew God was present
because his very person
was drawn together to
focus on God. He was not
pulled in many directions
by this soft sound which
was what had happened
with the strong wind,
earthquake and fire.

We know we are

can sustain us. Sometimes

splash of water.

In other words, Peter
was distracted by the
wind and water. Initially
he focused his attention
on Jesus as he started to
walk towards Jesus. Then
due to the distractions
that were around him, he
began to lose his focus on
Jesus, and began to sink.

The word “distraction”
comes from the Latin
two-part word, namely,
“dis” —apart and
“trahere”—to draw or

to pull apart. When one is
distracted, one’s attention
is literally pulled apart in
many directions, no more
focused on one thing.

On the other hand, the
word “attraction” is from
the opposite Latin two-
part work, that is, “ad”—to
and “trahere”—to draw or
drag; “adtrahere” means to
pull together. When one is
attracted, one’s attention is
literally drawn together in
one direction, no more pull
away in many directions.

able to cry out, “Lord, save
me!” In his desperation,
Peter was pulled together
on attending to the one
he knows can save him,
that is, Jesus. He was no
longer pulled in different
directions by the wind and
water. And according to
Matthew, Jesus put out his
hand at once and held him.

When we go through
the challenges of life, we
can be distracted by them
and lose focus on God
who is the only one who

amidst these challenges,
in our desperation, we
refocus on God. When we
do that, our trust in God
will lift us up from what
we are going through. We
are no longer distracted
but attracted to God. When
we are attracted to God, we
are pulled towards God.
Therefore, we find strength
in God because we focus
our attention on God and
no more on the problems
we are going through.

In the first reading today,

at peace when we
are attracted and not
distracted. We feel God’s
loving providence when
we are attracted to God
and not agitated when
pulled in many directions
by our distractions.
May we be like Peter to
keep our focus on God
always, and if we do lose
that focus due to many
distractions in life, we
can always refocus on
God.
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Lesson 2 — The Sacrament of Confirmation (Part 2)

In the Catechism of the Catholic Church no.1210, it says “Christ
instituted the sacraments of the new law. There are seven: Baptism,
Confirmation (or Chrismation), the Eucharist, Penance, the Anointing
of the Sick, Holy Orders and Matrimony. The seven sacraments touch
all the stages and all the important moments of Christian life: they
give birth and increase, healing and mission to the Christian’s life
of faith. There is thus a certain resemblance between the stages of
natural life and the stages of the spiritual life.”

The seven sacraments can be separated into three groups:

1. SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION which will bring a person
into the full life of Christ (Baptism, Eucharist, Confirmation)

2. SACRAMENTS OF HEALING which heal both the soul and
the body (Reconciliation, Anointing of the Sick)

3. SACRAMENTS OF COMMITMENT in which a person
responds to a specific call of God (Marriage, Holy Orders)

Who can administer Confirmation?

The ordinary minister for administering Confirmation in the Catholic
Church is the bishop. The bishop is the ordinary minister as they are
the successors of the apostles. They have received the fullness of the
Sacrament of Holy Orders. The administration of this sacrament by
the bishop demonstrates that its effects is to unite those who receive it
more closely to the Church, her apostolic origins, and her mission of
bearing witness to Christ (CCC 1313).

What is the form and matter of Confirmation?

The form of the sacrament of Confirmation is the words, “Be sealed
with the gift of the Holy Spirit.” The matter is the laying on of hands
and the anointing with the oil of chrism.

1. Laying on of hands. This is recognised as the origin of the
sacrament of Confirmation.

2. Anointing with perfumed oil (chrism). This was added to the
laying on of hands to better signify the gift of the Holy Spirit

a. Anointing with oil. Anointing is rich in biblical and other
ancient symbolism. Oil is a sign of abundance and joy, a sign
of healing as it soothes wounds and bruises and it makes radiant
with beauty, health and strength.

b. Anointing with oil of chrism in Confirmation: By this
anointing, Christians share more completely in the mission of
Jesus Christ and the fullness of the Holy Spirit. The candidate
(confirmand) receives the ‘mark’ or the ‘seal’ of the Holy Spirit.
A seal is a symbol of ownership; this means that the Christians
belong totally to Christ and his mission with the promise of
divine protection in time of trials.

The Grace of Confirmation

A person is confirmed by the bishop. The bishop lays his hands on
the candidate’s head, anoints the candidate with the oil of Chrism with
the formula, “Be sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit”. The laying
on of hands and the anointing confers the full outpouring of the Holy
Spirit on the person as was once granted to the apostles on the day of
Pentecost.

The effects (grace) of Confirmation can be seen in three ways.

1. Anincrease and deepening of baptismal grace. The sacrament
of Confirmation is only given to the baptised. Confirmation
deepens the intimate relationship with Christ and the Church
while increasing the capacity to be open to the action, gifts and
call of the Holy Spirit.

» Itroots the person more deeply in the divine adoption as children

of God which makes the person cry, “Abba, Father!”

It unites the person more firmly to Christ.

It increases the gifts of the Holy Spirit in the person.

It renders one’s bond with the Church more perfectly.

It gives a special strength of the Holy Spirit to the person to

spread and defend the faith by word and action as true witnesses
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of Christ, to confess the name of Christ boldly, and never to be
ashamed of the Cross.

2. An indelible mark. Like Baptism, Confirmation leaves an
indelible spiritual mark on the soul. This is the sign that Jesus
Christ has marked a Christian with a seal of the Holy Spirit. Christ
clothes a person with power from on high so that the person can
be His witness in the world. Like baptism, Confirmation cannot
be repeated.

3. Sharing the common priesthood of Christ. Through Baptism,
all the faithful share in the priesthood of Christ. The priesthood
of the faithful is based on the fact that all those baptised receive
not only sanctifying grace, but also a character, or indelible
mark, in their souls by which they are conformed to Christ as
priest, prophet and king. This is called the “common priesthood
of the faithful”. Confirmation perfects this common priesthood
received in Baptism as Confirmation makes the recipient a true
witness of Christ sent for mission.

The Gift of the Holy Spirit and its gifts

Confirmation is the sacrament that gives the Holy Spirit. A Gift is
given in Confirmation. That Gift is the Holy Spirit. With the Gift of the
Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit strengthens a person to be a true witness
and to defend the faith by word and deed. The Holy Spirit strengthens a
person by giving him seven gifts. These seven gifts sustain a person in
his moral life. These are called the seven gifts of the (Gift of the) Holy
Spirit (CCC 1831).

1. Wisdom. The gift of Wisdom is to know the right choices to
make in order to live a holy life. Wisdom helps the person to
recognise God’s truth. This gift of the Holy Spirit helps the
person to avoid the things that could lead him away from God.

2. Understanding. The gift of Understanding is the ability to grasp
the very essence of the Catholic faith. The human mind cannot
fully grasp all of God’s mysteries. Through understanding, the
person can be led, although in a limited manner, to comprehend
and grasp the meanings behind the teachings of the church.

3. Counsel. The gift of Counsel is also known as the gift of Right
Judgment. This gift enables a person to discern between right and
wrong and bestows proper judgment. The gift of right judgment
helps the person to avoid sin and make choices to live as a
faithful follower of Jesus. It bestows upon the person prudence
and allows the person to act promptly and rightly, especially in
difficult situations.

4. Fortitude. The gift of Fortitude is also known as the gift of
Courage. This gift enables a person to stand up for God and
his truths and for faith in Christ. The gift of courage sustains a
person in the decision to follow the will of God, to stand up for
good against evil, and to suffer and endure the persecution and
obstacles that may keep the person from practising the faith.

5. Knowledge. The gift of Knowledge is an awareness of God’s
plan. It enables the person to understand God’s purpose and how
a person ought to respond. It differs from Wisdom in that it is an
action, not a desire to live up to the ways of God. It differs from
Understanding in that it is not just an ability, it is a knowing.
Knowledge helps a person to live a life worthy of God’s purpose
and to avoid temptations and obstacles that may keep one from
God.

6. Piety. The gift of Piety is the gift of reverence and confidence
in God. Piety takes that willingness beyond the sense of
duty or obligation to a desire to worship God. It facilitates a
deeper respect and honour for God and his Church. Piety is the
willingness to worship and serve God and others joyfully out of
love and devotion.

7. Fear of the Lord. The gift of Fear of the Lord is also known as
the gift of Wonder and Awe. This gift helps a person to understand
the greatness and awesomeness of God. This gift helps a person
to understand who one is and why one is here in relationship to
God. Everything the person is, is due to the wonder, love, grace
and perfection of God. The Fear of the Lord increases the desire
to draw closer to God rather than the fear of eternal punishment
due to one’s sins. Thus, the person must yearn to serve God
because of who He is and be totally dependent on him.

1o be continued



The Word of God Comes Alive in the Holy Spirit

There is a close relationship between the Word of God and the
Holy Spirit. The angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and announced
to her that she was specially chosen by God to become the mother
of the Most High (Luke 1:32). She could not understand how she
could become a mother when she was still a virgin. The angel
Gabriel assured her saying, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you” (Luke
1:35). This is how the Eternal Word of God “through whom God
made everything that was made” (John 1:3), became flesh and
dwelt among us (John 1:14) through the power of the Holy Spirit:
Emmanuel—God is with us (Matthew 1:23).

The same process goes on in the Sacrifice of the Mass. The
priest invokes the Holy Spirit to come down on the bread and
wine and together with the words of consecration, the Holy Spirit
changes these elements into the Body and Blood of Christ. In a
similar way, the Holy Spirit indwelt the womb of Mary and the
Word took upon himself flesh and blood. Thus, Jesus the Eternal
Word of God is made present and dwells among us. Where there
1s the Holy Spirit, there is the Word of God and where there is the
Word of God, there is the Holy Spirit.

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, the Word of God enters
into a living personal relationship with Mary. Like Mary, our whole
person must be open to receive the Holy Spirit for the Word of
God to become flesh in us, i.e., for God to speak to us. Mary told
the angel Gabriel, “Be it done unto me according to your word”
(Luke 1:38). When the Word of God is acted upon, it releases its
inherent power so that our life will be touched, renewed and filled
with new energy and power. The atom must be split to release
its energy within. A bottle of perfume must be open to release
its fragrance. No matter how much we study the outside of the
bottle and know everything about it, if it is not opened, there is
no aroma. It is the same with the Word of God. We need the Holy
Spirit so that we can discover and open the hidden treasures of
the Word of God. Like Mary, who both believed and pondered
these things in her heart, when we act on the Word of God, it will
release its power to enable us to carry out the will of God.

*Pope Francis, The Joy of the Gospel, 7.
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Conclusion:

“Being a Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a
lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives
life a new horizon and a decisive direction.”” The Christian life
is not simply functional, but relational. It is an encounter with
the living person of Jesus who wants to relate to us personally
and intimately, enabling us to see all things from God’s point of
view, to have a divine perspective on all things. He wants to give
us life and life in all its fullness (John 10:10). Reading the Bible
with our hearts in the power of the Holy Spirit will keep us in
touch with Jesus, enabling us to see what he sees, to think what
he thinks, and to desire what he desires, to feel what he feels. Like
Peter, let us say to him, “7o whom shall we go, Lord? You have
the words of eternal life.” (John 6:68).
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“4 “The Holy Spirit will come upon you
and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you” (Luke 1:35) /

Questions for Reflection:

1. How do we relate to God? On a functional or relational
level? Why is this important in our Christian life and in the
Church?

2. When we read the Bible, we are entering into a personal and
intimate relationship with Jesus. How can we make reading
the Bible a living encounter with the person of Jesus?

Pilgrimage centres in
Archdiocese of Kuching
1. Catholic Memorial and
Pilgrimage Centre,
Singai, Bau (CMPC) !
2. Gethsemane Garden,
Bunan
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Hi Kidy!

We celebrate the Solemnity of the Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary on 15 August. Mary was
taken up into heaven - in both body and soul - to
be with her son, our Lord Jesus Christ.

Mother Mary was the perfect disciple of Christ.

Let us strive to be like her so that we will also be
able to go to heaven when our time comes.

o\ Mawy's praise

BY AUNTY JO

When Mary visited her cousin, Elizabeth who

/ & . was six months pregnant, she was called blessed
~ among women. Mary replied by giving her praises
to God.

Read Luke 1:39-56. Fill in the blanks of the passage

Wl\& clﬁ’ W M l Q"’l/? below with the most suitable words.
1

CLUES
“My soul proclaims the
CHRIST
CHURCH [? Read of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my
DISCIPLES Matthew 16:13-20. Saviour for he has looked with favour on his
ELLAH lowl F this d Il
FATHER | Find the people owly - Fromthis day a
JEREMIAH mentioned in the generations will call me blessed: The Almighty
JOHN Gospel passage in .
PETER the crossword puzzle has great things for
PROPHETS below. 4 me and is his Name.
SON
He has mercy on those who fear him in every
5
. He has shown the
strength of his arm and has scattered the
6 in their conceit. He has
cast down the mighty from their thrones and has
up the lowly. He has filled
DOWN: 7 8 the with good things, and
1. the cousin of Jesus the rich he has sent away empty. He has come to
2. the followers of Jesus .
4. one of 5 the help of his servant for
the IIrinity . he has remembered his promise of mercy, the
8. the prophet who was
taken up into heaven by a he made to /%fﬂ |
chariot of fire our fathers, to Abraham and his
10 children for ever.”
ACROSS: d I
3. another person of the Trinity one :iraz
5. the people who preached God's word to others | 9€neration ifted
6. another prophet who was called to deliver ﬁrTatness promc;se
God’s message h° y prou
7. the disciple whose name was also Simon ungry servant

9. the Son of God
10. the people of God lllustration by Judith Aurora Arias Sarmiento
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CLASSIFIED I

”’&'%—_,_ g?ﬂpﬂﬁfj(l‘[ The heart has its reasons
;Lﬂéﬂ[[lﬂn that reason knows nothing of.
A %utbing - Pascal

APPLICATION FOR SCHOLARSHIPS

Yayasan Lasallian Kuching (YLK) is inviting students to apply for the
following scholarships:

MARKET MANAGEMENT
SERVICES SDN BHD
https://mmsmalaysia.com

|
The Education Placement Specialists

Block E, No 32, 33 & 34 (1st Floor),
Taman Sri Sarawak Mall

Jalan Tunku Abdul Rahman
(Opposite Hilton Kuching)

93100 Kuching,

Sarawak, Malaysia.

A. YLK Scholarship For Tertiary Education
Yayasan Lasallian Kuching is offering the scholarship to deserving
students to study at tertiary level.
Completed application form must be submitted to YLK office latest by 4
September 2020.

Our professional services are FREE OF CHARGE

We place students to:

« Australia « Switzerland

« Malaysia « UK

+ New Zealand -US

+ Singapore + Canada & Other Countries

Tel: +6082-246 795 / +6012-808 5112 / +6012-886 9112 / +6012-883 9112
Email: market@mmsmalaysia.com

9TH ANNIVERSARY 10TH ANNIVERSARY

In loving memory of

B. St Joseph’s Private School Scholarship (Form One to Form Five)
A scholarship will be awarded to a deserving Primary Six student
(2020) to study in Form one 2021, at St Joseph’s Private School.
Completed application form must be submitted to YLK office latest by
12 September 2020.

Application forms can be downloaded from www.ylk.org.my or
obtained from YLK office at the same compound of Tadika St Joseph,
Jalan Taman Budaya, 93000 Kuching.

For further enquiry, please contact Allan Tan (Hp no. 010-9726135).

ANNA LIM
CHAI SUAN
Departed: 1 March 2010

ALBERTUS CHIN
TSOI ON
Departed: 24 August 2011

The Society of St Vincent de Paul

Conference of St Joseph, Kuchin
ph, 9 Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord

T H RI FT S H O P and let perpetual light shine upoh them.
May they rest in peace. Amen.
The thrift shop opening hours are as follows: Deeply missed by children, family and loved ones.
Wednesdays | 9.00 - 11.00 am ;’,‘,’2;},’}.?,;{,‘1“’9 o
sawrdays [230-4000m S GREY £
Sundays 110.00-11.30am  ” g | g In loving memory of

All are welcome to shop and / or donate their used and saleable
items to the Thrift Shop.

Location: Ground Floor, Archdiocesan Curia and Cathedral Pastoral Centre

JONAS ANAK NOEB
who was called to be with the Lord on 11 August 2018

We are online!

Contact numbers
you may need when
a death occurs:

(for the Archdiocese
of Kuching)

Bookmark this page for latest news:

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord
And let your perpetual light shine upon him.
May he rest in peace. Amen.

www.todayscatholic.com.my

Deeply missed by wife, sons, daughters, daughters-in-law, sons-

Catholic Cemeiery in-law, grandchildren and all loved ones.

Committee:
Tel. 082-242634 /
016-8933878

Tomb Maker

“If you embrace

all things in this life PopejErancis’ Prayer intentions |

Simon
Sim See Huat

15 Nanas Road
93150 Kuching, Sarawak
Tel: 082-617616/ 013-
8117616
Fax: 082-627616

Specialise in:
Construction & Cleaning of
Grave Monuments
Manufacturing Gravestones
imported from China, Italy

as coming from
the hands of God,
and even embrace
death to fulfill His holy
will, assuredly you will
die a saint.”

~ St Alphonsus di
Li i

Catholic Mutual

Benefit Society:

Tel. 082-244493 /
019-8563438 /
016-8954201

For use of funeral
parlour at St
Joseph’s Cathedral:
Tel. 082-423424
(St Joseph’s Parish
Office)

for. Au‘aﬁ‘s‘t’ o

’ y LR
The,Mg"riji_’m’e\Wo {

M

We ‘pray for all

Bihose who werkfand
liveifromitheiseaq,

shermeniand their

families.
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“LAKSA for our

A “Must Try” for
Every Hungry Christian

KUCHING The Youth
Commission of our Kuching
Archdiocese keeps in touch with
our young people in a “delicious
and healthy” way during this
quarantine period with its latest
project dubbed as “LAKSA for
our JIWA”. Hear about it. See
and taste it yourself.

Every week starting this August,
KAYC is posting in its Facebook
and WhatsApp accounts a short
video where somebody... a
young person or a youth minister
of the Archdiocese... gives a
talk addressed to everyone but
especially the young. This is one
of our Catholic Church’s timely

initiatives to keep young people in
touch with God even during these
MCO days.

LAKSA for our JIWA is a weekly
yummy serving of inspirational
sharing from someone’s heart to
everyone’s soul. This video posting
is done every Thursday at six in the
evening in memory of The Lord’s
Supper that is Holy Thursday. It
was then when Jesus shared to us
His Body and Blood. It was there
where He Himself offered us His
very self... and with a command
to serve and love as He has done.
Thus, KAYC serves us this “LAKSA
for our JIWA” every Thursday
night... all done in memory of Him.

Winning with the

KUCHING - For the first time
ever, the Bible Knowledge (BK)
quiz organised by the Malayan
Christian Schools’ Council (MCSC)
annually was held online this year
due to the pandemic Covid-19.

In the 24th
National ~ SPM

there were
three teams
from St Joseph’s
Private  School

representing
Kuching region in

'SP\

the finals (oral) &=
on 1 August
2020, namely B

Justin Chong and
Jaypheth Balang,
Chong Jia Chern
and Sean
and Bethany Chan and Renee
Ling. Bethany and Renee were
the Kuching Regional champions
winning the Brother Albinus
O’Flaherty Challenge Trophy on

18 July 2020.
Jia Chern and Sean Tan
garnered second place with

just 1.5 marks shy of the first
placing which was won by SMK
(L) Methodist Kuala Lumpur with
82.5 marks. Justin and Jaypheth
managed to secure fifth placing.

Overall there were 13 teams
taking part in the finals from all
over Malaysia, namely teams

=
Photosiafithe @

BK Quiz 2020, Bl

2 At

Tan, mof

Bible

A

Miri-Sibu, Sabah, North, South and
Central Peninsular Malaysia.

The guest of honour was YB Dato’
Dr Mah Hang Soon, the Deputy
Minister of Education. He gave a
short speech at the beginning of
the quiz.

He stressed that education is
not only about seeking knowledge
and information, but learning to
become wise. And what better way
to become wise than to study the
Holy Bible.

With the study of the Bible,
each student is called to receive
the spiritual foundation to become

EPISODE 1: BEST FOOD EVER

2020.08.06

featuring

Fr Ramon Borja. SDB
KAYC Chairperson

It is the big hope of the Youth
Commission that this weekly serving
would help people and the young
especially to see and to share God
in their lives and in the lives of the
on-line guest sharers, to get them
more inspired by Jesus’ presence
and presents in their lives, and to
thus enthuse them to be inspiring
themselves.

God Dbless Church,

our our

young people, in this period of
pandemic. May this project serve
its purpose well... and that is...
to feed our young generation
with God’s inspiration... to see
and share God on-line in life.
#LAKSAforourJIWA... Get
nourished and crave for more!

Kuching Archdiocesan
Youth Commission

SJPS performs (0,000
Reasons (Bless the Lord)

a person of good moral character
which is a basic tenet of our Rukun
Negara. Equipped with all this,
students will be able to impact
the world with positive changes
and put into practice the second
commandment to love one’s
neighbour as oneself.

He further emphasised that the
Ministry of Education is happy to
work with NGOs like MCSC to help
our students become well-rounded
persons with holistic education. Prior
to this, the semi-finals were held on

18 July 2020 with multiple choice
questions (MCQ) online. Prelude
to that, the BK20 Quiz was also
held online on 27 June 2020.
All participants who took the
National SPM BK Oral Quiz have
to take BK20 as a prerequisite.

Thank you to the hard working
teacher advisors and invigilators
led by Mr Benedict Lo. They were
Fr Joseph Ng, SJ, Mr Jerome Lim
and Ms Nancy Ong.

St Joseph’s Family of Schools
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KUCHING — About 30 youths
gathered over a Zoom call for a fun
time of learning and laughter on 31
July, Friday evening. The game night
was dubbed “‘EMPOWERED Squares”
where players were put into groups
to compete in a game of tic-tac-toe
where each tic-tac-toe cube was
filed by a servant member of
EMPOWERED Ministry. The
members in the cube boxes were
asked questions by the game host
and the players had to judge the
truth of their answers to gain squares
in the right pattern to win the game.

The questions were fielded from
various topics, heavily on scripture
and Catholicism but

songs, K-Pop, celebrities and sports.
Youths truly had a fun and enjoyable
night figuring out the answers and
guessing if the presented answers
would help them gain a box  of
choice.

The game evening provided an
opportunity for the youths to bond,
relax over a light-hearted night and
at the same time learn and gain
knowledge on the bible, church
teachings, history and more. Those
who attended that evening look
forward to another game night and
would like to welcome more friends
to join them.

YOUTH I YT
QU ITHR2020

Zsowerzl> SQUARES

TO DISCERN IS TO GROW UP.
HEBREWS 5:14

Ask God,

What are Your plans for me?
How can You use me?

What do You want me to do?

YOUTH ALPHA SERIES

oly pred]

& Spending Time in Community Prayer

KUCHING — As Youth Alpha
Series with EMPOWERED
heads into the topic on "How
Can | Be Filled with the Holy
Spirit?", the group gathered
virtually over Zoom platform
on 7 August, Friday evening for
a time of sharing on who the
Holy Spirit is. The youths then
shared their individual
experience and encounter
with the Holy Spiritand in that
way, learn more about the
Holy Spirit.

After a time of sharing, the
group spent some time in

prayer over the prayer
petitions from the members
and concluded the evening
with a time of communal
worship and prayer. Despite it
happening online, the youths
shared that they experienced
the Holy Spirit's movement,
felt the presence of God and
were comforted, granted
peace and joy.

Aside from Youth Alpha
meets, the Dance and Drama
team also gathers weekly on
Wednesdays for an evening of
rosary prayer followed by a
catch-up session or games to
instil a life of prayer and build
a community within the team.

In addition, the
EMPOWERED community
would also offer prayers for
specific intentions through
prayer requests and on the
global happenings such as the
COVID-19 pandemic and
recent port explosion at
Beirut, Lebanon. One may
drop in prayer requests and
petitions  via messaging
EMPOWERED at
facebook.com/empoweredkc
h or via IG @empoweredkch.
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Wazmur

Slrl renungan oleh Uskup Agung Emeritus John Ha. Tahun ini, kita akan merenungkan Mazmur.

Mazmur 84, atau Mazmur 83 dalam Perjanjian Lama versi Yunani
(Greek) dan Latin, tergolong bersama Mazmur-mazmur 46, 48, 76, 87
dan 122 dalam kategorl Lagu-lagu Zion (satu lagi nama bagl Yerusalem
dalam Al-Kitab). Mazmur-mazmur ini menyanjung hadirat ilahi di
dalam Bait Yerusalem.

Komen

Skrip kecilnya mungkin satu petunjuk kepada alat muzik dan melodi
untuk mazmur ini yang diambil dari koleksi Korah. Selain skrip kecil
itu, terdapat perkataan seladh yang muncul dua kali, selepas ayat 4 dan
ayat 8. Maksudnya tidak diketahui dan fungsinya mungkin ada kaitan
dengan liturgi atau muzik yang melibatkan penggunaan mazmur.

Mazmur ini ada empat bahagian: kerinduan terhadap santuari dalam
ayat-ayat 1-4; ziarah ke santuari tersebut dalam ayat-ayat 5-7; doa
waktu ketibaan dalam ayat-ayat 8—9; kegembiraan kerana pengalaman
dengan hadirat ilahi yang berkuasa dalam ayat-ayat 10—11.

Ayat 1 menentukan nada bagi seluruh pengalaman dengan hadirat
ilahi: “Betapa indahnya tempat kediamanMu, Ya Tuhan Semesta
Alam.” “Indah” adalah terjemahan bagi perkataan Ibrani, y<didot.
Asas bagi perkataan ini menggambarkan satu hubungan kasih. Lagu
kebun anggur Yesaya menggunakannya untuk menggambarkan bangsa
Israel sebagai umat yang dikasihi YHWH (Yesaya 5:1). Maka itu, ia
mungkin dapat disimpulkan bahawa ayat 1 mengangkat pengalaman
kasih dalam hadirat ilahi di Bait. YHWH, “Tuhan Semesta Alam”,
Tuhan Maha Besar, mempunyai kuasa ke atas segalanya, baik di syurga
mahupun di bumi. Tetapi hadiratNya adalah kasih.

Hadirat kasih Tuhan Maha Kuasa sedemikian mengilhamkan
kerinduan kepadanya dan memenuhi si penziarah dengan kegembiraan.
Ayat 2 secara jelas mengesahkan bahawa inspirasi itu menyentuh
setiap aspek keberadaan si penziarah: “jiwaku rindu dan hancur”,
“hatiku dan dagingku bernyanyi kegembiraan”. Jiwa ada kaitan
dengan dimensi rohani, hati ada kaitan dengan sisi mental-emosional,
dan daging dengan perkara fizikal. Impak holistik ini dapat berlaku
kerana “Tuhan Semesta Alam” adalah “Allah yang hidup”, Allah yang
merupakan kehidupan dan memberikan kehidupan.

Menerusi metafora burung kecil, pipit dan layang-layang, yang
bersarang “di mezbah” Tuhan Semesta Alam, ayat 3 mengunjurkan
keselamatan yang diberikan oleh hadirat ilahi. Tuhan Maha Kuasa
dan Maha Kuat adalah Allah Maha Penyayang yang memberikan
keh1dupan dan perhndungan Dia memainkan perananNya sebagai

“Rajaku dan Allahku”. Maka itu, ayat 4 mengisytiharkan kebahagiaan
ke atas mereka yang duduk dalam hadiratNya: “Berbahagialah mereka
vang duduk dalam rumahMu. ” Mereka adalah pendeta yang merayakan
liturgi ataupun penziarah yang telah tiba di Bait untuk menyembah.
Dalam kedua-dua kes, mereka “menyanyikan pujianMu (YHWH)”
dalam kegembiraan mereka kerana mereka selamat dalam hadirat Raja
dan Allah mereka yang Maha Penyayang.

Bahagian seterusnya, ayat-ayat 5—7, menyampaikan pengalaman
ziarah. Kerinduan kepada hadirat ilahi mendorong penziarah untuk
dengan yakin melakukan perjalanan ke Zion kerana kepercayaan
bahawa Tuhan Semesta Alam mengiringi mereka dengan kekuatanNya
(ayat 5). Hadirat Tuhan yang ada bersama mereka dalam perjalanan
mereka dialami secara konkrit menerusi transformasi tanah gersang
yang menakjubkan dalam “lembah Baka”, di mana sahaja tempat ini
mungkin terletak, kepada “fempat mata air” menerusi “hujan awal”
(ayat 6). Pengalaman mereka yang konkrit ini memenuhi mereka
dengan keberanian untuk meneruskan perjalanan; maka itu “kekuatan
mereka sentiasa bertambah” sehingga mereka sampai di Zion dan
menghadap “Allah segala allah” di sana (ayat 7).

Ayat-ayat 8—9 memberi tumpuan kepada doa penziarah ketika
mereka tiba di tempat kediaman Tuhan. Beberapa perkara adalah
signifikan. Pertama sekali, YHWH dipanggil sebagai “YHWH, Allah
Semesta Alam” dan “Allah Yakub” dalam ayat 8 dan kemudian hanya
sebagai “Allah” dalam ayat 9. YHWH, Allah Perjanjian, merupakan
Allah Pencipta yang memiliki semua kuasa. Dia juga adalah Allah
Sejarah seperti yang bermula dalam era patriark yang diwakili Yakub.
YHWH, Tuhan Semesta Alam, hadir dalam Bait Yerusalem.

Kedua, ayat 8 menggunakan kata ganti nama diri dalam bentuk satu:
“doa aku” manakala ayat 9 bertukar kepada kata majmuk: “orang kita
vang diurapi”. Mazmur 84 menggunakan bentuk pertama sepanjang
mazmur, kecuali dalam ayat 9. Pertukaran kepada kata majmuk
menunjuk kepada realiti perjanjian di mana penziarah berkumpul
sebagai sebuah komuniti, iaitu bangsa dalam perjanjian dengan YHWH.

Mazmur 84

Oleh Uskup Agung Emeritus John Ha
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Sebelum kehidupan dalam buangan, orang mereka “vang diurapi”
merujuk pada asasnya kepada raja mereka. Selepas kehidupan dalam
buangan, dia menjadi pendeta. Dalam kedua-dua kes, orang yang
memegang jawatan adalah orang yang telah dilantik oleh Tuhan untuk
umat perjanjianNya sebagai sebuah komuniti.

Bahagian terakhir mazmur ini bermula dengan deklarasi tentang
keberkatan tidak ternilai yang tiada bandingnya apabila kita berada

dalam hadirat 1ilahi seperti yang dilambangkan oleh “istana”
YHWH. “Sehari dalam istana ini”, iaitu walaupun seketika di sana,

“adalah lebih baik daripada seribu hari di tempat lain” (ayat 10).
Ini terutamanya demikian apabila dibandingkan dengan “khemah
kejahatan” yang merujuk kepada lingkungan orang jahat dan pendosa
yang, seperti yang dinyatakan oleh Mazmur 1, dielak oleh mereka
yang benar. Keberkatan dalam hadirat ilahi dijelaskan menurut peranan
Tuhan sebagai “matahari dan perisai”’. Dia adalah sumber cahaya,
kepanasan dan tenaga yang merupakan unsur-unsur yang diperlukan
bagi kehidupan. Dialah pelindung. Tambahan pula, “Dia memberi
pertolongan dan penghormatan " tanpa was-was kepada “mereka yang
ber]alan dengan lurus” (ayat 11). Orang yang lurus adalah mereka
dengan “kesukaan kepada Taurat Tuhan, dan merenungkannya siang
dalam malam” (Mazmur 1:2). Mereka adalah golongan yang setia
kepada PerjanjianNya.

Ayat 12 menyimpulkan mazmur ini. Kepada “Tuhan Semesta Alam”,
iamengisytiharkan satu lagi kebahagiaan: “Berbahagialah setiap orang
yang percaya kepadaMu.” Ta merumuskan seluruh mazmur dengan
menyanjung kepercayaan kepada Tuhan Semesta Alam. Kepercayaan
ini datang daripada pengalaman yang kuat kepada hadirat Tuhan yang
ditanda dengan kasih, didahului pengalaman dengan bantuan dan
perlindungan AllahNya walaupun sewaktu perjalanan ke Bait. Ketibaan
ke dalam hadirat ilahiNya memenuhi seseorang itu dengan keyakinan
dan kegembiraan.

Mesej

Mazmur 84 menyanjungi hadirat ilahi. Dedikasinya kepada Zion
atau Yerusalem berasaskan kepercayaan bahawa YHWH, Tuhan/Allah
Semesta Alam dan Allah Yakub, ada di dalam Bait di sana. Maka itu
mazmur ini memberi pujian bukan kepada kota itu semata-mata tetapi
kepada Allah yang diam di sana.

Kehadiran kasih dan keberkatan YHWH begitu menarik umatNya
sehinggakan mereka dengan bersemangat melakukan ziarah fizikal
ke BaitNya. Pengalaman mereka yang kuat dengan kegembiraan dan
keselamatan ketika mereka tiba di sana menimbulkan penghargaan
mendalam terhadap nilai hadirat ilahi yang tiada bandingnya. Mazmur
84 menggunakan keinginan orang yang kuat untuk melakukan ziarah
fizikal kepada hadirat ilahi dalam Bait untuk menyeru kepada mereka
agar “berjalan dengan lurus”. ITa menuntut kepatuhan kepada hukum
Allah, iaitu, kesetiaan kepada perjanjian. Kesetiaan sedemikian
menjamin pengalaman yang kuat dengan hadirat YHWH. Mereka yang
ada pengalaman ini penuh dengan kegembiraan.

Ziarah sebenar kepada hadirat YHWH terletak dalam kehidupan
yang setia kepada perjanjian. Sebarang ziarah fizikal ke Bait itu
hanyalah ekspresi bagi kesetiaan ini dan mempunyai nilai hanya dari
segi perkara tersebut.

Makna Kristian
Bait Yerusalem ada dalam beberapa episod Injil tentang Yesus.

Bersambung di ms23
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Ziarah sebenar kepada
hadirat YHWH terletak
dalam kehidupan yang
setia kepada perjanjian.
Sebarang ziarah fizikal
ke Bait itu hanyalah
ekspresi bagi kesetiaan
ini dan mempunyai
nilai hanya dari segi
perkara tersebut.

Bersambung dari ms22

KaitanNya yang terawal dengannya adalah ketika Dia masih bayi
lagi apabila Dia dipersembahkan kepada Tuhan di dalam Bait (Lukas
2:22-38). Setiap tahun ibu bapaNya membawaNya ke Bait itu untuk
perayaan Paska. Ketika Dia berusia 12 tahun, pada hujung perayaan
tersebut, Dia terus tinggal di dalam Bait dan mengadakan perbincangan
dengan guru-guru. Dia membuat perkara ini tanpa pengetahuan ibu
bapaNya. Walaupun samar-samar, jawapanNya kepada mereka (Lukas
2:49) selepas mereka menyoalNya apabila mereka menjumpaiNya di
dalam Bait pada inti patinya ada kaitan dengan BapaNya. Dia terus
tinggal di dalam Bait kerana Dia berada “dalam rumah BapaKu”
atau “melakukan urusan BapaNya”. Dalam kedua-dua makna, Bait
dikaitkan dengan Bapa Yesus kerana Dia ada di sana. Maka itu ia
adalah tempat yang betul bagi Yesus sama ada untuk kekal di sana atau
menjalankan apa yang telah diamanahkan oleh Bapa kepadaNya untuk
Dia laksanakan.

Dalam satu lagi episod kemudian yang menulis tentang Yesus di
dalam Bait, Injil Lukas menghuraikan tentang kerjaNya yang diberikan
oleh Bapa. Apabila Dia menyaksikan urusan niaga di dalam Bait, Yesus
mengusir mereka yang berurus-niaga dari Bait tersebut (Lukas 19:45—

48). Meminjam kata-kata dari dua bacaan nubuat, Yesus menuduh
mereka mengubah “rumahKu, sebuah rumah ibadat” (Yesaya 56:7)
kepada “sarang perompak” (Yeremia 7:11). Pada permulaan ayat
sama yang dipetik oleh Yesus, Yesaya mengaitkan “rumah doaKu”
dengan “gunung kudusKu”. Maksud Yesaya adalah jelas: dia bercakap
mengenai Bait Allah (Temple Mount) di Yerusalem. Dengan memetik
nabi itu, Yesus juga mahu “rumah doaKu” dimaksudkan sebagai Bait
itu yang merupakan rumah BapaNya. Di sana, dalam hadirat BapaNya,
kerjaNya ialah: “Setiap hari Dia mengajar di Bait” (Lukas 19:47).
Yang pasti, perkara yang menjadi subjek ajaranNya adalah hukum atau
kehendak BapaNya.

Injil Yohanes memberi makna yang berbeza kepada episod Yesus
membersih Bait (Yohanes 2:13-22). Yesus memerintah para pesalah,
“Berhentilah daripada menjadikan rumah BapaKu sebuah pasar”
(Yohanes 2:16). Yang pasti, Dia menganggap Bait itu sebagai rumah
BapaNya. Tetapi apabila dicabar tentang kuasaNya untuk mengeluarkan
perintah itu, Yesus menjawab “Musnahkan Bait ini, dan dalam masa tiga
hari, Aku akan membangkitkannya” (Yohanes 2:19). Injil menjelaskan,
“Dia bercakap mengenai Bait tubuhNya” (Yohanes 2:21). Asas bagi
penjelasan ini terletak di dalam hakikat bahawa Jesus adalah “Sabda
Allah yang menjadi daging dan memasang khemahNya (= kediaman)
di kalangan kita” (Yohanes 1:14). Kata kerja “memasang khemah”
menunjuk kepada konsep hadirat ilahi yang asal dalam tabernakel (peti
suci) dan kemudian di dalam Bait. Yesus memperlihatkan hadirat ilahi
di dalam dagingNya. Dia dapat berkata, “Sesiapa sahaja yang sudah
melihat Aku sudah melihat Bapa” (Yohanes 14:9).

Hadirat ilahi yang dilambangkan oleh Yesus di dunia adalah hadirat
kasih. Yohanes 3:16 menegaskan, “Allah begitu mengasihi dunia
sehinggakan Dia memberikan PuteraNya yang Tunggal, supaya semua
orang yang percaya kepadaNya tidak akan binasa tetapi beroleh hidup
vang kekal.” Daripada kasih yang sama, Allah memilih untuk tinggal
bersama mereka yang berjalan lurus, “Mereka yang mengasihi Aku akan
mematuhi firmanKu, dan Bapaku dan Aku akan mengasihi mereka, dan
Kami akan pergi kepada mereka dan diam bersama mereka” (Yohanes
14:23). Allah memenuhi pilihanNya dengan memberikan kepada
hambaNya yang setia “seorang lagi Penolong, Roh Kebenaran,
untuk bersama mereka buat selama-lamanya” (Yohanes 14:16).
Kerana hadirat ilahi di dalam mereka menerusi Roh Kudus, St Paulus
menegaskan bahawa tubuh-tubuh mereka adalah “Bait Roh Kudus” (1
Korintus 6:19). Mereka benar-benar bahagia: “Berbahagialah mereka
vang suci hati, kerana mereka akan melihat Allah” (Matius 5:8).

(Terjemahan)

dari pena penulis jemputan,
Fr Peter Liston

Salam damai, saudara-
saudari terkasih dalam
Kristus! Selamat bertemu
kembali dalam ruangan
Hati ke Hati. Kali ini
kita akan membicarakan
tentang Bonda Maria
dalam Gereja Katolik.

Selama saya menjadi
seorang Katolik, sudah
banyakkalisayamembaca
serta mendengar kritikan,
komen serta tuduhan
yang mengatakan kita
umat Katolik menyembah
patung Maria. Adakah
ini satu tuduhan yang
berasas? Saya sendiri
pernah  disoal kenapa
kita umat Katolik berdoa
Rosari serta menyembah

Maria sedangkan dia hanya
seorang manusia biasa
seperti kita. Pada mulanya,
saya sendiri pun terkejut
dan  terkilan  dengan
tuduhan serta persoalan
begini rupa.
Sesungguhnya Gereja
Katolik tidak pernah sama
sekali mengajar umatnya
untuk menyembah Maria
kerana  hanya  Tuhan
Allah sahaja yang layak
disembah. Tidak dinafikan
bahawa terdapat patung
serta gambar (imej) Maria
dalam gereja, grotto atau
dalam rumah kediaman.
Tapi ini tidak bermaksud
kita menyembahnya.
Seperti patung-patung lain

atau gambar-gambar orang
penting, ahli  keluarga
atau sahabat handai yang
masih hidup atau sudah
meninggal, kita tidak
menyembah  melainkan
mengingati atau sebagai
tanda penghormatan
terhadap mereka atas
peranan penting, kebaikan
serta jasa mereka.

Walau bagaimanapun,
Maria, seorang manusia
biasa seperti kita, layak
diberi penghormatan
yang tertinggi melebihi
para wanita yang pernah
wujud di muka bumi ini
atas beberapa sebab yang
kita harus tahu dan fahami
dengan betul.

Sebagai contoh, dalam
Injil Lukas 1:28-31, kita
mendengardimanaseorang
malaikat diutus oleh Allah

untuk menyampaikan
khabar gembira kepada
Maria: “Salam, hai

engkau yang dikaruniai,
Tuhan menyertai engkau.
Jangan takut, hai Maria,
sebab  engkau  beroleh
kasih karunia di hadapan
Allah. Sesungguhnya
engkau akan mengandung
dan akan  melahirkan
seorang anak laki-laki
dan hendaklah engkau
menamai Dia Yesus.”

Dan  dalam  Lukas
1:41-43, ketika Elisabet
mendengar salam Maria,
melonjaklah anak yang
di dalam rahimnya dan
Elisabet pun penuh dengan
Roh Kudus, lalu berseru
dengan suara nyaring:
“Diberkatilah engkau di
antara semua perempuan
dan  diberkatilah  buah
rahimmu. Siapakah aku
ini sampai ibu Tuhanku
datang mengunjungi
aku?”

Disini kita dapat melihat
dengan jelas bahawa Maria
sesungguhnya dipilih oleh
Allah sendiriuntuk rencana
penyelamatan manusia, di
mana dia akan menjadi ibu
kepada Yesus, Tuhan dan
Juruselamat manusia. Oleh
itu, memandangkan Allah
sendiri yang memilih
Maria, siapakah kita ini
yang cuba mempersoalkan
atau menidakkan
pilihanNya?

Maria yang dipilih oleh
Allah, yang mengatakan
“Ya” kepada rencanaNya,
harus  diteladani  dari
aspek kerjasama, ketaatan
serta komitmennya.
Dengan penuh kerendahan
hatinya, dia selalu
merenungkan rencana
Tuhan dalam hidupnya.

Maria sangat taat dalam
mendengar dan
melaksanakan
Sabda  Allah  dalam
kehidupannya.
Kerjasama yang
ditunjukkan oleh Maria

tidak hanya terbatas
oleh kesediaannya
untuk mengandung

dan melahirkan Yesus;
namun juga ketaatannya
dalam membesarkan
dan mendampingi Yesus
dalam menjalankan misi
keselamatan Allah.
Bagaimana pula
dengan kita? Adakah kita
sanggup dan Dbersedia
untuk merendahkan diri
dan belajar dari Bonda
Maria bagaimana cara
untuk menjadi pengikut
atau murid Yesus yang
taat  serta = memberi
komitmen  sepenuhnya
dalam mengikutiNya?
Semoga dengan
rahmat dan kekuatan
Allah yang kita terima
membuatkan kita
semakin hari semakin
meneladani Bonda kita,

Maria, dalam ketaatan
serta komitmen  kita
untuk terus mengikuti

Kristus dalam kehidupan
rohani serta pelayanan
kita di dunia ini.



Ajaran 2 — Sakramen Penguatan (Bahagian 2)

Dalam Katekisme Gereja Katolik No. 1210, ia menyebut
“Kristus menetapkan sakramen-sakramen bagi undang-undang
baharu. Terdapat tujuh sakramen: Pembaptisan, Penguatan
(atau ‘Chrismation’), Ekaristi, Pertaubatan, Pengurapan Orang
Sakit, Pentahbisan, dan Perkahwinan. Tujuh sakramen tersebut
menyentuh semua peringkat dan semua waktu penting dalam
kehidupan Kristian: ia memberikan kelahiran dan peningkatan,
penyembuhan dan misi kepada kehidupan keimanan Kristian.
Maka itu, persamaan tertentu wujud di antara peringkat-peringkat
kehidupan semulajadi dengan peringkat-peringkat kehidupan
rohani.”

Tujuh sakramen boleh dibahagikan kepada tiga kumpulan:

1. SAKRAMEN-SAKRAMEN INISIASI yang akan membawa
seseorang itu ke dalam kehidupan Kristus sepenuhnya
(Pembaptisan, Ekaristi, Penguatan)

2. SAKRAMEN-SAKRAMEN PENYEMBUHAN yang akan
menyembuhkan jiwa dan tubuh mereka (Rekonsiliasi/
Perdamaian, Pengurapan Orang Sakit)

3. SAKRAMEN-SAKRAMEN KOMITMEN di mana
seseorang itu respon kepada panggilan Allah yang khusus
(Perkahwinan, Pentahbisan)

Siapakah yang dapat memberi Sakramen Penguatan?

Pelayan biasa yang memberi Sakramen Penguatan di dalam Gereja
Katolik adalah uskup. Uskup adalah pelayan biasa itu kerana mereka
adalah pengganti para rasul. Mereka telah menerima kepenuhan
Sakramen Tahbisan (Kepaderian). Pemberian sakramen ini oleh uskup
menunjukkan bahawa kesannya adalah untuk lebih menyatukan mereka
yang menerimanya dengan Gereja, asal usulnya yang apostolik (dari
para rasul), dan misinya sebagai saksi kepada Kristus (CCC 1313).

Apakah bentuk dan isi bagi Sakramen Penguatan?

Bentuk Sakramen Penguatan adalah kata-kata, “Dicapkanlah dengan
(terimalah) kurnia Roh Kudus”. Isinya adalah penumpangan tangan
serta pengurapan dengan minyak krisma.

1. Penumpangan tangan. Ini dikenali sebagai asal usul Sakramen
Penguatan.

2. Pengurapan dengan minyak berwangi (krisma). Ini
telah ditambah kepada penumpangan tangan untuk Ilebih
melambangkan kurnia Roh Kudus.

a. Pengurapan dengan minyak. Pengurapan adalah kaya dengan
simbolisme Al-Kitab dan simbol purba lain. Minyak adalah tanda
kelimpahan dan kegembiraan, tanda penyembuhan kerana ia
mengurangkan luka-luka dan lebam-lebam dan ia memancarkan
kecantikan, kesihatan dan kekuatan.

b. Pengurapan dengan minyak krisma dalam Sakramen
Penguatan. Menerusi pengurapan ini, orang Kristian ada
bahagian yang lebih lengkap lagi di dalam misi Yesus Kristus
dan kepenuhan Roh Kudus. Calon penguatan (confirmand)
menerima ‘tanda’ atau ‘mohor’ Roh Kudus. Mohor adalah
simbol bagi pemilikan; ini bermakna bahawa orang Kristian
dimiliki sepenuhnya oleh Kristus dan misiNya dengan janji
perlindungan ilahi pada waktu ujian.

Rahmat Penguatan

Seseorang itu disahkan atau dikuatkan oleh uskup. Uskup
menumpang tangan di atas kepala calon, mengurapi calon dengan
minyak krisma bersama formula: “Dicapkanlah dengan (terimalah)
Kurnia Roh Kudus.” Penumpangan tangan dan pengurapan memberi
sepenuhnya curahan Roh Kudus ke atas orang itu sama seperti dahulu
kala ketika ia diberikan kepada para rasul pada hari Pentekosta.

Kesan-kesan (rahmat) Sakramen Penguatan dapat dilihat dalam tiga
cara:

1. Rahmat pembaptisan semakin meningkat dan semakin

mendalam. Sakramen Penguatan hanya diberikan kepada orang
yang sudah dibaptis. Sakramen Penguatan mengeratkan lagi
hubungan yang intim dengan Kristus dan Gereja dan pada waktu
yang sama meningkatkan lagi keupayaan untuk bersikap terbuka
kepada tindakan, kurnia-kurnia dan panggilan Roh Kudus.

* la lebih mengukuhkan orang itu di dalam pengangkatan ilahi
sebagai anak-anak Allah yang membuat orang itu berkata,
“Abba, Bapa!”

* la menyatukan orang itu dengan lebih kukuh kepada Kristus.

* la meningkatkan lagi kurnia-kurnia Roh Kudus di dalam orang
1tu.

* la menjadikan ikatan seseorang itu bersama Gereja lebih
sempurna lagi.

* lamemberikan kekuatan Roh Kudus yang istimewa kepada orang
itu untuk menyebar dan membela kepercayaan dengan kata-kata
dan amalan sebagai saksi sejati Kristus, untuk mengaku nama
Kristus dengan berani, dan tidak malu dengan Salib.

2. Tanda yang tidak dapat dibuang. Seperti Pembaptisan,
Penguatan meninggalkan tanda rohani pada jiwa yang tidak
dapat dipadamkan. Ini adalah tanda bahawa Yesus Kristus sudah
menandakan seseorang Kristian itu dengan mohor Roh Kudus.
Kristus menyelubungi seseorang itu dengan kuasa dari syurga
supaya orang itu dapat menjadi saksiNya di dunia. Seperti
Pembaptisan, Penguatan tidak dapat diulangi.

3. Sama-sama ada bahagian dalam imamat umum Kristus.
Menerusi Pembaptisan, semua umat ada bahagian dalam imamat
atau kepaderian Kristus. Dasar kepada imamat umat adalah
hakikat bahawa semua orang yang sudah dibaptis menerima
bukan sahaja rahmat pengudusan, tetapi juga satu ciri, satu
tanda yang tidak dapat dipadamkan, dalam jiwa mereka yang
membentuk mereka untuk mengikuti Kristus sebagai paderi,
nabi dan raja. Ini dipanggil “imamat umat umum”. Penguatan
menyempurnakan imamat umum ini yang diterima dalam
Pembaptisan kerana Penguatan menjadikan penerimanya saksi
sejati Kristus yang diutus untuk menjalankan misi.

Kurnia Roh Kudus dan kurnia-kurnianya

Penguatan adalah sakramen yang memberikan Roh Kudus. Kurnia
diberikan dalam Penguatan. Kurnia itu adalah Roh Kudus. Dengan
Kurnia Roh Kudus, Roh Kudus menguatkan seseorang itu untuk
menjadi saksi sejati dan mempertahankan iman dengan perkataan dan
perbuatan. Roh Kudus menguatkan seseorang itu dengan memberikan
tujuh kurnia kepadanya. Tujuh kurnia ini memelihara seseorang itu
di dalam kehidupan moralnya. Ini dipanggil tujuh kurnia daripada
(Kurnia) Roh Kudus (CCC 1831).

1. Kebijaksanaan. Kurnia kebijaksanaan adalah untuk mengetahui
pilihan-pilihan yang betul untuk dibuat bagi menjalani kehidupan
yang suci. Kebijaksanaan membantu seseorang itu untuk tahu
membezakan perkara yang betul daripada perkara yang salah
dan membolehkan orang itu untuk mengenali kebenaran Allah.
Kurnia dari Roh Kudus ini membantu orang itu untuk mengelak
perkara-perkara yang boleh menyebabkannya menyeleweng
dari Allah.

2. Pengertian. Kurnia Pengertian adalah keupayaan untuk
memahami inti pati iman Katolik. Minda manusia tidak
dapat memahami sepenuhnya semua misteri Allah. Menerusi
pengertian, seseorang itu dapat dipimpin, walaupun dalam cara
terbatas, untuk memahami dan menangkap makna di sebalik
ajaran-ajaran Gereja.

3. Bimbingan. Kurnia bimbingan juga dikenali sebagai kurnia
Penilaian Tepat. Kurnia ini membolehkan seseorang itu untuk
menilai perkara yang betul dan perkara yang salah lalu memberi
penilaian yang baik. Kurnia penilaian tepat membantu orang
itu mengelak dosa dan membuat pilihan untuk hidup sebagai
pengikut Yesus yang setia. la mengurniakan sikap cermat ke atas
orang itu dan membolehkan orang itu untuk bertindak dengan
cepat dan betul, terutamanya dalam situasi yang sukar.

4. Ketabahan. Kurnia Ketabahan juga dikenali sebagai kurnia...
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...Keberanian. Kurnia ini membolehkan seseorang itu untuk
membela Allah dan kebenaranNya serta kepercayaan kepada
Kristus. Kurnia keberanian memelihara seseorang itu dalam
keputusan untuk mengikut kehendak Allah, untuk membela
kebaikan dan menentang kejahatan, dan untuk menderita serta
mengalami penindasan dan halangan yang mungkin menghalang
orang itu daripada mengamalkan kepercayaannya.

5. Pengetahuan. Kurnia Pengetahuan merupakan satu
kesedaran tentang rancangan Allah. la membolehkan
seseorang itu untuk memahami tujuan Allah dan bagaimana
seseorang itu seharusnya menyahut. la berbeza daripada
Kebijaksanaan kerana ia adalah satu tindakan, bukan satu
keinginan untuk hidup menurut cara Allah. la berbeza daripada
Pengertian kerana ia bukan sekadar satu keupayaan, ia juga
adalah satu kesedaran. Pengetahuan membantu seseorang
itu menjalani kehidupan yang selari dengan tujuan Allah dan
mengelak godaan dan halangan yang mungkin menjauhkan
seseorang itu dari Allah.

Ciri pada bacaan

Misa Ahad:

9 Ogos 2020—Hari Minggu Ke-19 dalam Musim Biasa Tahun A
(1 Raja-raja 19:9,11-13; Roma 9:1-5; Matius 14:22—-33)

Bukan Yesus sahaja yang pernah berjalan di atas air. Dalam
cerita yang disampaikan semula oleh Matius mengenai peristiwa
ini, kita diberitahu bahawa Petrus juga berjalan di atas air. Apakah
perbezaan di antara kedua-duanya, selain hakikat bahawa Yesus
adalah Allah dan manusia, manakala Petrus hanyalah manusia
sahaja?

Bezanya ialah Yesus terus berjalan di atas air dengan tenang,
manakala Petrus pula tenggelam selepas dia dapat berjalan di atas
air pada awalnya. Petrus bermula dengan baik kerana memiliki
keyakinan dan benar-benar dapat berjalan di atas air, sehinggalah
dia menjadi takut apabila dia merasai kekuatan ribut. Menurut
petikan itu, dia merasai kekuatan ribut. Mungkin dia melihat
kakinya berjalan di atas ombak kecil dalam kegelapan dan merasai
percikan air.

Dalam erti kata lain, tumpuan Petrus diganggu oleh ribut dan
air. Pada mulanya dia menumpukan perhatiannya kepada Yesus
apabila dia mula berjalan ke arah Yesus. Kemudian, disebabkan
oleh gangguan yang ada di sekelilingnya, dia mula hilang tumpuan
kepada Yesus, dan mula tenggelam.

Perkataan gangguan dalam bahasa Inggeris (distraction)
berasal dari perkataan dua bahagian dalam bahasa Latin, iaitu,
“dis”—sana sini (apart), dan “trahere”—ditarik atau diheret;
“distrahere” bermaksud ditarik ke sana sini. Apabila seseorang
itu terganggu, perhatiannya ditarik ke sana sini dalam pelbagai
arah, tidak lagi tertumpu kepada satu perkara.

Sebaliknya, perkataan “tarikan” (attraction) adalah dari
perkataan dua bahagian yang bertentangan dalam bahasa Latin,
1aitu, “ad”—Dbersama dan “trahere”—ditarik atau diheret;
“adtrahere” bermaksud ditarik bersama. Apabila seseorang itu
tertarik, perhatiannya ditarik bersama ke satu arah, tidak lagi
ditarik ke sana sini dalam banyak arah.

Dalam ketakutannya, Petrus dapat merintih, “Tuhan,
selamatkan aku!” Dalam keadaannya yang terdesak, tumpuan
Petrus diarahkan kepada satu perkara iaitu memberi perhatian
kepada orang yang dia tahu dapat menyelamatkannya, iaitu,
Yesus. Dia tidak lagi ditarik ke pelbagai arah oleh angin dan air.
Dan menurut Matius, Yesus menghulurkan tanganNya dengan
segera dan memegangNya.

Apabila kita mengalami cabaran hidup, tumpuan kita boleh
terganggu disebabkannya dan kita hilang fokus kepada Allah
yang merupakan satu-satunya yang dapat memelihara Kkita.
Kadang-kadang di tengah-tengah cabaran ini, dalam kedesakan
kita, kita memberi fokus semula kepada Allah. Apabila kita
berbuat demikian, kita percaya kepada Allah untuk mengeluarkan
kita daripada apa yang kita alami. Kita tidak lagi terganggu tetapi

6. Kewarakan. Kurnia Kewarakan adalah kurnia penghormatan
dan keyakinan kepada Allah. Kewarakan membawa kesediaan
itu lebih jauh daripada rasa kewajipan kepada keinginan untuk
menyembah Allah. la memudahkan rasa hormat yang lebih
mendalam kepada Allah dan GerejaNya. Kewarakan adalah
kesediaan untuk menyembah dan melayani Allah dan orang lain
dengan gembira kerana kasih sayang dan kebaktian.

7. Ketakutan kepada Tuhan. Kurnia Ketakutan kepada Tuhan
juga dikenali sebagai kurnia Kekaguman dan Ketakjuban.
Kurnia ini membantu seseorang itu untuk memahami keagungan
dan kehebatan Allah. Kurnia ini membantu seseorang itu untuk
memahami siapa dirinya dan kenapa dia berada di sini dalam
hubungan dengan Allah. Segalanya yang ada pada orang itu
adalah kerana keajaiban, kasih sayang, rahmat dan kesempurnaan
Allah. Ketakutan kepada Tuhan meningkatkan lagi keinginan
untuk lebih mendekati Allah dan bukan kerana ketakutan kepada
hukuman abadi akibat daripada dosa-dosa kita. Maka itu,
seseorang itu mesti ada kerinduan untuk melayani Allah kerana
siapa Dia dan bergantung sepenuhnya kepadaNya.

(Terjemahan)

Oleh Paderi

Francis Lim, SJ |
Demi kemuliaan Allah yang lebih besar l

tertarik kepada Allah. Apabila kita tertarik kepada Allah, kita
ditarik ke arah Allah. Maka itu, kita mendapat kekuatan dalam
Allah kerana kita menumpukan perhatian kita kepada Allah dan
tidak lagi kepada masalah yang kita sedang alami.

Dalam bacaan pertama pada hari ini, Elia tidak terganggu
dengan ribut kencang yang meruntuhkan gunung dan memecahkan
batu-batu. Dia juga tidak terganggu dengan gempa bumi yang
menggegarkan bumi. Dia juga tidak terganggu dengan kebakaran
yang membara. Tumpuan Elijah dalam cara ini tidak ditarik ke
pelbagai arah oleh apa yang dipanggil pertunjukan kuasa yang
hebat.

Sebaliknya perhatian Elia tertumpu kepada bunyi angin sepoi-
sepoi bahasa. Ketika itulah dia tahu Allah ada kerana dirinya
sendiri ditarik ke satu arah untuk memberi tumpuan kepada Allah.
Dia tidak ditarik ke pelbagai arah oleh bunyi lembut ini seperti
apa yang telah berlaku dengan ribut kencang, gempa bumi dan
kebakaran.

Kita tahu kita rasa tenang apabila kita tertarik dan bukannya
terganggu. Kita merasai bantuan Allah Maha Pengasih apabila
kita tertarik kepada Allah dan tidak rasa resah apabila ditarik
dalam pelbagai arah oleh gangguan kita. Semoga kita menjadi
seperti Petrus untuk sentiasa memberi tumpuan kepada Allah, dan
jika kita hilang tumpuan itu kerana gangguan yang banyak dalam
hidup, kita dapat sentiasa mengalih tumpuan semula kepada
Allah.

(Terjemahan)




Firman Tuhan Menjadi Hidup dalam Roh Kudus

Terdapat hubungan yang erat antara Firman Tuhan dengan Roh
Kudus. Malaikat Gabriel menampakkan dirinya kepada Maria
dan mengabarkan kepadanya bahawa dia dipilih secara khusus
oleh Tuhan untuk menjadi ibu kepada Yang Maha Tinggi (Lukas
1:32). Dia tidak dapat memahami bagaimana dia boleh menjadi
ibu ketika dia masih seorang dara.

Malaikat Gabriel meyakinkannya dengan mengatakan, “Roh
Kudus akan turun atasmu dan kuasa Allah Yang Maha Tinggi
akan menaungi engkau” (Lukas 1:35). Demikianlah bagaimana
Firman Allah Yang Abadi dan “segala sesuatu dijadikan Dia”
(Yohanes 1:3) menjadi daging dan tinggal di antara kita (Yohanes
1:14) melalui kuasa Roh Kudus: Emmanuel—Allah menyertai
kita (Matius 1:23).

Proses yang sama berlaku dalam Korban Misa. Paderi memohon
agar Roh Kudus turun ke atas roti dan anggur dan bersama-sama
dengan kata-kata konsekrasi, Roh Kudus mengubah unsur-unsur
ini menjadi Tubuh dan Darah Kristus. Dengan cara yang serupa,
Roh Kudus menyelimuti rahim Maria dan Firman menjadi daging
dan darah. Oleh itu, Yesus Firman Allah Yang Abadi dihadirkan
dan tinggal di tengah-tengah kita. Di mana ada Roh Kudus, di
sana ada Firman Tuhan dan di mana ada Firman Tuhan, di sana
ada Roh Kudus.

Melalui kuasa Roh Kudus, Firman Tuhan menjalin hubungan
peribadi yang hidup dengan Maria. Seperti Maria, seluruh peribadi
kita harus terbuka untuk menerima Roh Kudus agar Firman
Tuhan menjadi daging dalam diri kita, 1aitu, agar Tuhan berbicara
kepada kita. Maria mengatakan kepada malaikat Gabriel, “jadilah
kepadaku menurut perkataanmu itu” (Lukas 1:38).

Apabila Firman Tuhan dihidupi, ia melepaskan kuasa
agar hidup kita akan tersentuh, diperbaharui dan dipenuhi
dengan tenaga dan kuasa baru. Atom mesti dipecahkan untuk
membebaskan tenaganya. Sebotol minyak wangi mesti dibuka
untuk mengeluarkan harumannya. Tidak kira berapa banyak kita
mengkaji bahagian luar botol dan mengetahui segala-galanya,
tetapi jika ia tidak dibuka, aromanya tidak keluar.

Sama juga dengan Firman Tuhan. Kita memerlukan Roh Kudus
agar kita dapat menemui dan mengeluarkan khazanah Firman
Tuhan yang tersembunyi. Seperti Maria, yang mempercayai
dan merenungkan kedua-dua hal ini di dalam hatinya, demikian
juga ketika kita bertindak berdasarkan Firman Tuhan, ia akan

melepaskan kuasaNya untuk memungkinkan kita melaksanakan
kehendak Tuhan.

Kesimpulan:

“Menjadi seorang Kristian bukanlah hasil daripada pilihan etika
atau idea yang tinggi, tetapi pertemuan dengan suatu peristiwa,
seorang peribadi, yang memberi kehidupan cakerawala baru dan
arah yang muktamad.”

Kehidupan Kristian bukan sekadar bersifat fungsi, tetapi bersifat
hubungan. Ia merupakan satu pertemuan dengan peribadi Yesus
yang hidup dan ingin berhubungan dengan kita secara peribadi
dan intim, yang memungkinkan kita untuk melihat semua perkara
dari sudut pandangan Tuhan, untuk memiliki perspektif ilahi
tentang semua perkara. Dia ingin memberikan kita kehidupan dan
kehidupan dalam segala kepenuhannya (Yohanes 10:10).

* Paus Franciskus, Sukacita Injil, 7.

“Roh Kudus akan turun atasmu dan
kuasa Allah Yang Maha Tinggi akan
menaungi engkau” (Lukas 1:35)

Membaca Al-Kitab dengan hati kita dalam kuasa Roh
Kudus akan membuat kita tetap berhubungan dengan Yesus,
memungkinkan kita untuk melihat apa yang dilihatNya,
memikirkan apa yang difikirkanNya, dan menginginkan apa yang
diinginkanNya, untuk merasakan apa yang dirasaiNya. Seperti
Petrus, marilah kita berkata kepadanya, “Tuhan, kepada siapakah

kami akan pergi? PerkataanMu adalah perkataan yang hidup
dan kekal” (Yohanes 6:68).

Soalan untuk Renungan:

1. Bagaimanakah kita berhubungan dengan Tuhan? Pada
tahap fungsi atau perkaitan/perhubungan? Mengapakah ini
penting dalam kehidupan Kristian dan Gereja kita?

2. Semasa kita membaca Al-Kitab, kita menjalin hubungan
peribadi dan intim dengan Yesus. Bagaimanakah kita dapat
menjadikan pembacaan Al-Kitab sebagai pertemuan hidup
dengan peribadi Yesus?

“Menjadi seorang
Kristian bukanlah
hasil daripada pilihan
etika atau idea

yang tinggi, tetapi
pertemuan dengan
suatu peristiwa,
seorang peribadi,
yang memberi
kehidupan cakerawala
baru dan arah yang
muktamad.”
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Satu lagi bulan yang tidak menentu sudah datang dan pergi.
Kita gembira sekali ketika pengumuman dibuat mengenai
pembukaan semula bangunan gereja. Tidak lama selepas kita
menyuarakan kegembiraan kita, kita disajikan dengan satu
lagi pusingan penggantungan. Bagaimanapun ini adalah satu
tindakan yang diambil kerana tanggungjawab sosial dan tidak
dipaksa oleh arahan dari pihak berkuasa kerajaan.

Seorang rektor paroki sebelum itu telah bergurau bahawa
selepas semua artikel tentang mengalu-alukan kepulangan
jemaat paroki ke gereja, kita mungkin akan melihat satu
lagi pusingan penggantungan. Memang tepat sekalil Walau
bagaimanapun, semua bangunan gereja dalam Keuskupan
Agung Kuching sudah dibuka semula pada wakiu yang
Hari Raya Perawan Maria Diangkat Ke

menakjubkan ...

Berfirmanlah Tuhan kerana hambaMu
sedang mendengar

adalah Pembela kita. Dia adalah Pelindung kita. Dia adalah
Pengantara kita, dan senarai itu tidak berkesudahan. Adakah
kita sejujurnya, menerusi semua cabaran kita, terutamanya
sejak PKP COVID-19, mengalih tumpuan kita kepada Allah,
Bapa kita? Adakah kita menaruh kepercayaan kita kepada
Yesus dan Salib? Adakah kita mempelajari apa-apa daripada
cubaan dan ujian yang kita hadapi?
Sekarang adalah waktu untuk berdoa. Sekarang adalah
waktu apabila mengalih perhatian kita kepada Yesus telah
menunjukkan bahawa Allah menjawab doa-doa. Allah adalah
Kasih. Dia berkata, “Aku tidak akan melupakan kamu, umatKu
. Aku sudah menulis namamu di atas telapak tanganKu”
(Yesaya 49: 16). Marilah kita pergi kepadaNya dan berkata
“Berfirmanlah Tuhan kerana hambaMu sedang mendengar™ dan
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tidak berpakaian dan tidak ada khalayak ramai sebagai
makanan  harian, dan salah tanda hormat  untuk

Daripada Uskup Agung Simon Poh

seorang daripada kamu berkata
kepada mereka, ‘Selamat jalan;

N pakailah baju panas dan makanlah
| sampai kenyang’,

tetapi  kamu

Wl tidak memberikan kepadanya apa

“Sentiasa bersyukur di atas berkat
Tuhan, dan memberi dengan murah
hati untuk membantu orang lain yang

memerlukannya”

Saudara-saudari yang dikasihi,

Kita kini memasuki bulan
keenam sejak PKP bermula pada
18 Mac 2020. Seperti yang
dijangkakan, kehidupan tidak
akan sama lagi seperti dahulu.
Dengan penjarakan sosial
sebagai norma baharu yang
perlu diamalkan, interaksi sosial,
sekolah kita dan persekitaran
kerja dijangka sangat berlainan.
Semua kita perlu membuat
penyesuaian dalam hidup.

Julai merupakan bulan yang
telah mengujakan apabila
kita membuka semula semua
bangunan gereja kita. Keterujaan
ini tidak lama kerana pada hujung
bulan lepas, Misa digantung lagi
buat sementara waktu dalam
kawasan Zon Merah di Kuching,
Kota Sentosa dan Kota Padawan.
Bagaimanapun pada Hari Raya
Perawan Maria Diangkat Ke
Syurga pada 15 Ogos, kita telah
mengadakan semula Ibadat
Misa Hari Minggu. Marilah kita
memohon doa  perantaraan
Maria, Bonda kita di syurga.

Pada 2013, Paus Francis
melihat ke depan apabila beliau
membahagikan visi beliau bagi
Gereja dalam Evangelii Gaudium
(nombor 46—49): “Gereja yang
maju ke depan adalah Gereja
dengan pintu yang terbuka. la
adalah rumah Bapa, dengan
pintu yang sentiasa terbuka luas.
Kita dipanggil untuk menjadi
Gereja yang lebam, sakit dan
kotor kerana ia telah keluar ke
jalan-jalan.”

Dalam usaha untuk
membendung COVID-19, Perintah

Kawalan Pergerakan Terhad yang
dilaksanakan pada 18 Mac lalu
telah menutup bangunan gerejq,
menggantung Misa Hari Minggu di
gereja dan menutup akses kepada
penerimaan Ekaristi  Suci dan
Sakramen. Dalam satu segi, kita
dipaksa keluar dari pintu gereja
kita, meninggalkan zon selesa kita
dan berjinak dengan dunia media
sosial yang tidak biasa bagi kita.

Salah satu realisasi  ialah
Gereja adalah lebih daripada
sekadar BANGUNAN. Gereja kita
adalah UMAT Tuhan, yang terdiri
daripada orang Katolik dan
keluarga sebagai gereja domestik.
Apabila bangunan gereja ditutup,
Misa Hari Minggu dalam talian
dihadiri 15,000-20,000 jemaat.

Kita telah belajar bahawa untuk
menjadi orang Katolik bermakna
lebih daripada menunaikan
Kewajipan Hari Minggu sebagai
ekspresi asas bagi komitmen
dan ibadat kita dalam Gereja.
Kita juga perlu menghidupkan
pengutusan Misa: “Pergilah
dengan damai, memuliakan Tuhan
dengan kehidupan kita.”

Sebagai orang Katolik, kita
dituntut untuk menjalani Iman kita
secara konkrit di dalam keluarga
danmasyarakat kita. Memanjatkan
kesyukuran kita dalam Misa perlu
ditunjukkan  secara konkrit di
dalam kehidupan harian kita yang
penuh kesyukuran.

“Apakah gunanya, saudara-
saudariku, jika kamu menyatakan
bahawa kamu mempunyai iman,
padahal kamu tidak mempunyai
amalan? Dapatkah iman
menyelamatkan — kamu?  Jika
seorang saudara atau saudari

yang perlu bagi tubuhnya, apakah
gunanya itu? Demikianlah juga
halnya dengan iman: jika iman
tidak disertai amalan, maka iman
itu pada hakikatnya adalah mati.”
(Yakobus 2:14-16)

Sepanjang bulan-bulan
COVID-19 ini, bantuan makanan
kepada pendatang dan bantuan
kewangan kepada paroki-paroki
luar bandar telah disokong dengan
murah hati oleh orang Katolik dan
penderma lain.

Ramai bekerja di barisan
hadapan perubatan untuk
menyampaikan perkhidmatan
asas dan penjagaan kesihatan.
Kami bangga dengan anda dan

mengiktiraf  kesaksian kepada
kepercayaan anda.
“Demikianlah hendaknya

terangmu bercahaya di depan
orang, supaya mereka melihat
amalanmu  yang  baik  dan
memuliakan Bapamu yang di
syurga.” (Matius 5:16)
Kepercayaan Katolik tidak
boleh bersifat peribadi—di antara
Tuhan dengan saya. Dua tiang
kayu sentiasa diperlukan untuk
membuat salib. Tiang menegak
melambangkan perhubungan
kita dengan Tuhan kita di atas;
di tiang mendatar, ketika tangan
Yesus dipakukan, Dia membuka
luas tangannya untuk merangkul

umat manusia. Demikian juga,
perhubungan kepercayaan
menegak kita dengan Tuhan

mesti sentiasa ditunjukkan dengan
perhubungan sosial yang mendatar
dengan jiran-jiran kita dan orang
dalam masyarakat.

Saya menyeru kepada semua
orang Katolik untuk mewartakan
Yesus Kristus dan InjilNya dengan
melaksanakan tanggungjawab

moral dan sosial kita dalam
tindakan yang konkrit dalam
masyarakat:

M Pakai pelitup muka di

melindungi satu sama lain

M Sentiasa amalkan
penjarakan sosial
sekurang-kurangnya
sejauh satu meter

M Amalkan pencucian tangan

yang betul

Derma darah untuk

menyelamatkan nyawa

M Beri derma kepada badan
kebajikan contohnya CWS,
Lubnan, dan sebagainya

=

M Lengkapkan E-banci
negara dalam  talian
sebelum 30 September
2020

M Rendahkan hati dan
gunakan moratorium
pinjaman dari Bank
Negara Malaysia:
Agensi  Kaunseling &

Pengurusan Kredit (AKPK)
untuk Individu, dan Skim
Penyelesaian Hutang Kecil
(SDRS) atau Perusahaan
Kecil & Sederhana

M Berbaik hati dan
bertimbang rasa dengan
satu sama lain

[ Sentiasa menjadi orang
yang memberi harapan

M Berdoa sebagai
pengantara bagi
masyarakat kita

Terutama sekali, janganlah

kita berputus asa atau memberi
laluan kepada ketakutan yang
melumpuhkan kita. Marilah kita

mengingati orang lain  yang
menderita  dan  menghulurkan
bantuan.

“Allah kita murah hati dan
akan melimpahkan setiap berkat
kepada kamu, supaya apabila

kamu  senantiasa mempunyai
segalanya  yang  mencukupi,
kamu akan turut menikmati

kelimpahan dalam setiap amalan
yang baik.” (2 Korintus 9:8)

el
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Pelaburan yang tepat
pada waktunya bagi
keharmonian agama

KUCHING
sumbangan langsung
dari  Unit Agama-Agama
Lain (UNIFOR) kepada
keharmonian agama termasuk
menyediakan bantuan
kewangan kepada pelbagai
rumah ibadat, Uskup Agung
Roman Katolik Kuching, Most
Reverend Simon Poh, percaya
bahawa 1ia sesungguhnya
adalah keputusan yang tepat
pada waktunya bagi kerajaan
negeri untuk melabur dalam
sebuah bangunan yang tetap
bagi UNIFOR.

“Kompleks UNIFOR
ini akan menjadi lambang
komitmen tetap kerajaan negeri
kepada kebebasan agama,
keharmonian kaum, seclain
sikap saling menerima dan
menghormati semua agama
satu sama lain di Sarawak,”
katanya kepada akhbar New
Sarawak Tribune baru-baru
ini.

Beliau memberitahu, ketika
UNIFOR baharu ditubuhkan
sebagai sebuah wunit dalam
Jabatan Ketua Menteri pada
2017, mesyuaratnya diadakan

Dengan

Uskup Agung Simon Poh

di sebuah pejabat yang turut
digunakan oleh sebuah lagi
jabatan kerajaan di Bangunan

Baitul Makmur.
Malah sekarang  juga,
katanya, pejabat UNIFOR

terletak di sebuah premis yang
disewa di Wisma Satok.

Beliau percaya, apabila
Kompleks UNIFOR siap nanti,
ia akan meningkatkan lagi usaha
unit itu dengan penganjuran
acara-acara antara agama untuk
membina keharmonian dan
perpaduan di kalangan rakyat
Sarawak.

“Bersama Pusat Maklumat
Islam yang dibina oleh kerajaan

CWS melancarkan
program penajaan

Pusat ‘Home of Peace

KUCHING Catholic
Welfare  Services  Council
Sarawak (CWS) atau Majlis
Khidmat Kebajikan Katolik
Sarawak telah melancarkan
program Rakan-Rakan ‘Home
of Peace’ pada Jun 2020.
Disebabkan oleh pandemik
COVID-19, pendapatan CWS
telah menyaksikan penurunan
yang ketara dan CWS tidak
dapat menganjurkan sebarang
acara kutipan dana sekurang-
kurangnya pada tahun ini.

Bagi memastikan CWS
mempunyai dana yang
mencukupi  untuk  kegiatan

kebajikan lain, CWS berharap
program Rakan-Rakan ‘Home
of Peace’ ini dapat membantu
‘Home of Peace’ membiayai
diri sendiri.

CWS  berharap  untuk
menarik 400 orang penaja
yang akan menaja RM100
sebulan selama setahun bagi
membiayai kos operasi pusat
‘Home of Peace’.

Pada waktu artikel ini ditulis,
136 orang sudah mendaftar diri
sebagai penaja. CWS berharap
orang lain yang murah hati dan
pertubuhan dengan program
CSR (Tanggungjawab Sosial
Korporat) akan  memilih
untuk mengangkat ‘Home
of Peace’ juga. Resit dengan
pengecualian  cukai  akan
diberikan kepada penderma.

Mereka yang berminat boleh
menghubungi CWS di talian
082-241407 atau ‘Home of
Peace’ di talian 014 -3942425.

CWS (Terjemahan)

negeri, ia sesungguhnya wajar
bahawa di sepanjang jalan
yang sama (Jalan Ong Tiang
Swee), Kompleks UNIFOR
akan juga dibina oleh kerajaan
negeri untuk memanfaatkan
semua agama lain di Sarawak,”
katanya.

Sementara itu, selaku
pengerusi Persatuan Gereja-
Gereja Sarawak (ACS), Uskup
Agung Simon Poh berkata
selepas beberapa tahun bekerja
bersama dalam beberapa perkara
umum menerusi mesyuarat
UNIFOR, beliau mendapati
bahawa persahabatan,
kepercayaan dan perhubungan
kini semakin mendalam di
kalangan  para  pemimpin
pelbagai agama.

Beliau berkata di mesyuarat
yang diadakan oleh UNIFOR,
perkara dan isu yang ada
kiatan dengan semua rumah
ibadat bukan Muslim, tanah
untuk gereja, tokong dan
kuil, tapak pengebumian dan
tanah perkuburan telah sama-
sama dibincangkan oleh para
pemimpin pelbagai agama.

“Baru-baru ini, kerjasama
ini juga telah membolehkan
kita untuk sama-sama bertindak

bagi membendung COVID-19.
Kami dapat merangka dasar
yang sama dan prosedur
operasi standard (SOP) bagi
keselamatan untuk dipatuhi,
selain rangka waktu yang
sama untuk bersiap sedia bagi
pembukaan semula rumah
ibadat masing-masing bagi
perhimpunan keagamaan,”
katanya.

Beliau berkata di seluruh
negara, hanya  kerajaan
Sarawak sahaja telah
menubuhkan UNIFOR, di
mana suara pelbagai agama
bukan Islam dapat disalurkan
kepada Pejabat Ketua Menteri.

Uskup Agung Poh berkata
Sarawak sudah pun diterima
ramai sebagai contoh
keharmonian di Malaysia.

“Semoga Kompleks
UNIFOR ini  benar-benar
menjadi  simbol  keinginan
dan komitmen kita kepada
keharmonian kaum dan agama.
Sebagai anak-anak Sarawak,
semoga kita diberkati sekarang
dan terutamanya demi generasi
akan datang,” katanya.

New Sarawak Tribune
(Terjemahan)
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Komisi Kateketik Malaysia mengadakan
mesyuarat tahunan pertama dalam talian di bawah PKP

MCC MEETING (11-12 AUGUST 2020)

MCC MEETING (11-12 AUGUST 2020)
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Gambar skrin yang menunjukkan ahli-ahi yang menghadiri mesyuarat tahunan MCC.

KUALA LUMPUR —
Mesyuarat Tahunan Komisi
Kateketik Malaysia (MCC) yang
sepatutnya diadakan di Kota
Kinabalu, Sabah, telah diadakan
pada tahun ini menerusi platform
dalam talian Cisco Webex pada 11
dan 12 Ogos 2020, dari jam 2.00
petang hingga 5.00 petang setiap
hari. Mesyuarat dalam talian itu
telah disediakan dengan baik
oleh Setiausaha MCC, Frederick
Empaga (Keuskupan Miri). Turut
menyertai mesyuarat adalah
Uskup Agung Julian Leow Beng
Kim, selaku Presiden Keuskupan
bagi Kateketik, paderi dan
religius yang menjadi pengarah
atau ketua Komisi Kateketik
Keuskupan masing-masing,
selain wakil awam jemputan.

Dalam  ucapan alu-aluan
beliau, Pengerusi MCC, Paderi
Nicholas Stephen (Keuskupan
Kota Kinabalu), berkata
ahli-ahli  perlu  bermesyuarat
menerusi platform dalam talian
itu disebabkan oleh pandemik
COVID-19. Walaupun kaedah
komunikasi ini tidak selalunya
yang terbaik, kerana tiada
interaksi peribadi di antara satu
sama lain, mengambil kira situasi
semasa, ia adalah penting bagi
MCC untuk mencari cara-cara
yang kreatif bagi meneruskan
perbincangan dan usahanya.

Dalam  ucaptama  beliau,
Uskup Agung Julian
membahagikan tiga pandangan
yang penting. Pertama sekali,
COVID-19 telah menyebabkan
gangguan kepada cara katekesis
biasanya dijalankan. Cabaran
baharu telah timbul, dan ia wajar
dipuji bahawa paderi, katekis dan
ibu bapa sedang berusaha sedaya

upaya untuk menyesuaikan
diri kepada kaedah baharu
bagi menyampaikan dan

membahagikan kepercayaan kita.
Di beberapa buah keuskupan,

cabaran-cabaran adalah lebih
hebat kerana di kawasan tertentu,
akses kepada internet atau malah
tenaga elektrik tidak ada.

Kedua, buat masa sekarang,
katekisme semuka dan sesi
RCIA  sudah  ditangguhkan.
Kepimpinan gereja akan terus
memantau keadaan dengan dekat,
dan mendengar nasihat pihak
berkuasa kesihatan mengenai
pembukaan semula kelas-kelas
keagamaan. Sementara itu, di
beberapa  keuskupan tertentu,
uskup-uskup sudah mula memberi
Sakramen Penguatan, dan paroki-
paroki sudah mula mengadakan
perayaan liturgi untuk penerimaan
Sakramen-Sakramen Inisiasi bagi
orang dewasa yang sudah selesai
menjalani proses RCIA.

Ketiga, Uskup Agung
menyuarakan kebimbangan
mengenai cara anak-anak kita
dan golongan muda diberi ajaran
katekisme. Beliau tertanya-tanya
sama ada masanya sudah tiba
ataupun belum untuk menjalankan
penilaian yang sistematik ke
atas metodologi dan kandungan
kateketik yang sedang digunakan
sekarang, selain peranan katekis
dan ibu bapa. Menurut Uskup
Agung itu, “Mungkin kita perlu
mencari cara baharu untuk
membahagikan kepercayaan kita
kepada generasi akan datang

dan oleh yang demikian,
semua saluran, semua bidang
komunikasi perlu digunakan dan
tidak bergantung kepada kaedah
tradisional”.

Maka itu Uskup Agung
Julian mencadangkan agar Hari
Kajian dianjurkan bagi ahli-ahli
MCC selain peserta jemputan,
terutamanya dari golongan belia,
untuk berbincang dan “mencambah
otak” tentang isu berbangkit.
Hari Kajian dijadualkan pada 29
September 2020.

Di antara  perkara-perkara

penting yang dibincangkan pada
hari pertama mesyuarat adalah
Hari Minggu Kateketik pada tahun
depan. Pada 2021, Hari Minggu
Kateketik jatuh pada 31 Januari
2021, dan tema yang dipilih adalah
‘Jemaat Paroki: Ejen-ejen Iman,
HarapandanKasih’ (1 Kor. 13:13).
la  mengetengahkan  peranan
paroki sebagai ejen iman, harapan
dan kasih dengan mengambil
kira keraguan, ketakutan dan
keresahan yang disebabkan oleh
pandemik  COVID-19. Tema
tersebut dipilih kerana MCC
sudah memutuskan bahawa Fokus
Strategik bagi Katekesis pada
2021 adalah “Jemaat Paroki”.
Usaha akan dibuat agar perutusan
Hari Minggu Kateketik 2021
disediakan dan diterjemahkan, dan
dihantar ke paroki-paroki pada
hujung November 2020.

Pada hari kedua, antara
perkara yang dibincangkan adalah
kemungkinan = memperkenalkan
lebih  banyak topik kepada
sukatan pelajaran sekarang bagi
kelas Penguatan. Topik-topik ini
tidak akan dimasukkan ke dalam
buku teks tetapi akan disediakan
secara berasingan sebagai topik-
topik tambahan untuk dipilih dan
digunakan oleh katekis jika dia
menganggap ia perlu. Sebuah
pasukan telah ditubuhkan untuk
meneliti perkara itu.

Pada hujung hari kedua, masa
telah diberikan kepada ahli-ahli
untuk menceritakan bagaimana
setiap  keuskupan  menyahut
kepada cabaran yang ditimbulkan
oleh  pandemik  COVID-19.

Kebanyakan keuskupan
mengambil pendekatan yang
berhemah dengan tidak

membenarkan kelas semuka. Di
mana kemudahan dan peralatan
sedia ada, kelas dikendalikan

dalam talian. Kaedah lain
termasuk sentiasa berhubung
dengan pelajar menerusi

WhatsApp atau aplikasi media
sosial lain.

Di antara masalah-masalah
yang dibangkitkan oleh
keuskupan adalah bagaimana
untuk menyelesaikan isu-isu
berhubung sukatan pelajaran
yang tidak siap atau pelajar
yang tidak hadir. Sehubungan
ini, contohnya, dapatkah pelajar
menerima Sakramen Komuni
Kudus atau Penguatan? Jika
sukatan pelajaran tidak siap,
adakah seluruh kelas akan
dilanjutkan ~ selama  setahun
lagi? Sebagai jawapan, Uskup
Agung  Julian  menyatakan
bahawa keputusan mengenai
perkara tersebut dan perkara
berkaitan diserahkan kepada
uskup masing-masing, dan atas
arahan mereka, kepada paderi
paroki. Setiap keuskupan dan
paroki mempunyai cabarannya
yang unik, dan perlu bertindak
menurut keperluannya.

Mesyuarat MCC seterusnya
akan diadakan di Kuching,
Sarawak, dari 5-8 Julai 2021, jika
keadaan mengizinkan. Jika tidak,
mesyuarat akan dikendalikan
dalam talian.

Dr Steven Selvaraju
(Terjemahan)

http://kuchingcatholic.org
facebook.com/arch.kuching

Bookmarklah halaman rasmi Keuskupan Kuching.
Semua maklumat tentang keuskupan dan paroki-paroki ada di sini.
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