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INTRODUCTION 

This material has been prepared to provide families an opportunity to 

gather, and spend time reflecting and discussing about the gospel reading 
of the 25th Sunday of Ordinary Time. On 21st September (Monday), we 

also celebrate the Feast of Saint Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist.  
 

HOW TO USE THE MATERIAL 
This document contains activities that members of the family may complete 

individually (just the children), in pairs (with parental assistance), or as an 
entire family. It would be helpful to print a hard-copy, so that members of 

your family may carry out different activities at the same time.  
 

WHEN TO USE THE MATERIAL 
During the week after the family has celebrated the Mass of the 25th 

Sunday of Ordinary Time.  

 
OPENING PRAYER  

Heavenly Father, we have gathered here 
in the name of Jesus. Help us to learn 

that the way You love is very different 
from the way of human beings. Teach us 

to love like You. May Your Holy Spirit 

guide us as we prepare for this lesson. 
We make this prayer in Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 
 

 

 



SCRIPTURE REFLECTION 
 

Invite someone to read from Matthew 20: 1-16. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY REFLECTION & SHARING 

(Let us reflect on these questions together as a family, and share our responses 

with one another. If necessary, parents are encouraged to rephrase the 

questions according to their children’s level of understanding). 

 

1. Have you felt envious or upset when someone was generous to another 

person, especially when you thought that the person did not deserve it? 
Looking back, how do you feel about it now? 

 

2. Just as God is generous with His love for us, so too are we called to be 
generous with our love for others. Think of 1 way you can be generous 

with your love for those in your immediate family.  
 

3. Jesus values everyone the same – after all, His love cannot be earned, 

but can only be accepted. Have you ever felt that others needed to 
prove their value/worth to you before you could love/respect them? 

Have your thoughts changed after reflecting on today’s Gospel?  
 

  

COMMENTARY:  
 

For many of us, the parable in today’s gospel is a difficult one to 

understand or even accept. Should the landowner have given the ‘late’ 
workers the same wages as the ‘early’ workers? Was he being unfair to 

the ‘early’ workers’ since they worked longer? If we were the ‘early’ 
workers, is it right that we also feel angry or upset with him?  

 
The lesson from the parable is that God gives his love, all of his love, to 

every person without exception if they open themselves to this love. It 
does not matter whether that happens early or late in life as this love 

can never be earned, only accepted. The fact that the latecomers were 
only employed at the last hour does not make their needs any less than 

those who came earlier.  
 

This coming week, let us reflect and think about the generosity of God 
the Father and ask that our heart may be opened to the fact that God’s 

love is greater than ours. May we be generous with our love for others 

as God is generous with his love for us. 
 
https://www.sacredspace.ie/scripture/matthew-201-16 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES 

Below you will find some activities for younger children, revolving around 

the Sunday Gospel. Select the activities you would like to complete with  

your children, or try to complete them all if you can!  

 

GUIDE FOR PARENTS & GUARDIANS 

Dear Parents and Guardians, we have included some tips for you as you 
facilitate these activities with your children. Each tip corresponds with the 

same numbered activity. Our hope is that these tips would help you in your 
endeavour to create a good learning experience for your children.   
 

Activities #1, #2, #4, #5, and #7 - #9 

• Word-Find, crossword and coded activities help children to learn about, 

and associate certain words with key events in the Gospel.  

• After your child has completed this activity, you may invite them to 

explore how these words are related to the readings of this week. 

• When discussing definitions of key terms, you are encouraged to associate 

these terms not only with Gospel events, but with their own life 

experiences as well. This not only works to develop their vocabulary, but 

to also enable them to identify their feelings and emotions in specific 

ways.  

 

Activity #3 & #6 

• Many lessons could be taken from this activity. For example, this activity 

could spark a conversation about how we must put in the effort in order to 

receive our just wages. This is a great conversation starter to encourage 

our children to value living a life of virtue (kindness, generosity, etc.), in 

light of the reward of entering the Kingdom of God.  

• You are encouraged to look beyond the activity, and to identify potential 

messages and meanings that could be turned into key learning moments 

for your child. 

 

Activity #10 

• Colouring activities help children reinforce knowledge by giving content a 

visual identity. Children are encouraged through these activities to 

associate what they have learned with key scenes, and the emotions and 

feelings that spring from it. In this way, children take ownership of their 

knowledge. 

• This week’s colouring page involves Jesus calling Matthew, the tax 

collector. This activity is a great opportunity for our children to understand 

how Jesus calls everyone, especially sinners, to live a life that is inherently 

good, for Him. 

• Parents and guardians are encouraged to look beyond the activity, and to 

identify potential messages and meanings that could be turned into key 

learning moments for your child. 

 

 



Activity #1: Solve the puzzle 

 

 

 

 



Activity #2: Find the words 

 

 

Activity #3: Jesus is calling, find your way to him 

 

  



Activity #4: Find the words 

 

 

 



Activity #5: Break the code 

 

 

 



Activity #6: Find the way to the landowner to receive your wages 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activity #7: Find the right answer 

 

 

 

 



Activity #8: Find the words 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activity #9: Solve the puzzle 

 

 

 

 

 



Activity #10: Colour the picture – Jesus calls Matthew, the tax collector 

 

 

 

 

 


